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Mr, Court: What is this amendment?
Is not it character assassination?

Mr. DAVIES: I do not think the Minis-
ter listened to the debate or the case put
forward by the member for Pilbara and
the Leader of the Opposition, because had
he done so he would obviously have
found exceedingly good grounds for our
moving as we did. The Government gives
the impression that it feels badly about
it, but I would point out that only two
speakers have risen to refute the amend-
ment. If the Government really felt
badly about this question one would have
thought its Ministers would have been
anxious to get to their feet and defend
the Government. .

Yet, as I have said, only two speakers
have risen; indeed at one stage it looked
as though we might have one speaker.
We might just as well have had only one
speaker, because the Minister for Rail-
ways did little to uphold the prestige of
the House; his contribution was purely and
simply character assassination.

Mr. O’'Connor: It does not worry you
that my own character has been assas-
sinated.

Mr. DAVIES: The Minister was there
to defend himself, not to assassinate mem-
bers on this side.

Mr. Court: How puerile can you get?

Mr. DAVIES: The fact remains the
Minister did not defend himself effec-
tively. We are still waiting for the answer
to the charges that have been made, and
* I think it is a matter for regret that
questions are being treated in this manner.

Mr. O'Connor: Have you anything to
say on the question of the T.AB.?

Mr. DAVIES: I am not dealing with
specific questions but with certain in-
stances which have occurred to me over
the vears, which are on the file, and which
have caused me some concern. These
cases have made me feel that Ministers
treat questions too lightly; that they do
not realise we are trying to ferret out
information on behalf of our electors.

I have reminded the House—and the
Minister was not here at the time—that
when the Opposition brought forward
charges of this nature against the Minister
for Police nobody on that side of the
House stood up to defend him. They left
the Minister for Police to flounder arcund
by himself when the member for Beeloo
said the Minister was incapable and in-
competent.

This adds nothing to the prestige of
the House. I only hope that inh future far
greater thought will be given to answers to
questions which are asked, because for my
part I am not at all happy with the cava-
lier fashion in which questions are often
treated. They appear to be a source of
annoyance to the Government and it seems
1t would be happy if they were not asked.

[COUNCH..]

Although I am not entering into the
debate on the King Bay question, I would
like to express my concern and say that

I feel the amendment is well founded.

Amendment put and a division taken
with the following result:—

Ayes—18
Mr. Bateman Mr. Harman
Mr. Bertram Mr. Jamieson
Mtr. Blckerton Myr. Lapham
Mr. Brady Mr, Mclver
Mr. Burke Mr. Bewell
Mr. H, D. Evang Mr. Taylor
Mr. T. D, Evans Mr, Toms
Mr. Fletcher Mr. Tonkin
Mr. Graham Mr. Davles
{ Teller)
Naes—22
Mr. Bovell Mr, McPharlin
Mr. Brand Mr. Mensaros
Mr. Cash Mr. Mitchell
Mr. Court Mr, Nalder
Mr. Dunn Mr. ©’Connor
Mr. Gayfer Mr. O'Neil
Mr, Grayden Mr. Ridge
Dr, Henn Mr, Runciman
Mr. Eitney Mr, Stewart
Mr, Lewis Mr. Young
Mr. W. A. Manning Mr. I. W. Manning
(Teller)
Palrs
Avyes Noes
Mr. Moir Mr. Willlams
Mr. Jones Mr. Cralg
Mr. May Mr. Hutchihson
Mr, Norton Mr. Rushton
Mr. Hall Mr. Burt

Amendment thus negatived.
Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr.

Mitchell. -

House adjourned at 1046 p.m.

Legislutivy Counril

Wednesday, the 14th August, 1968

The PRESIDENT (The Hon L. C. Diver)
took the Chair at 4.30 p.m. and read

prayers.

QUESTIONS (12): ON NOTICE
BALI, POINT PENS
Use on Legal Documents

1. The Hon. R. ¥. CLAUGHTON asked
the Minister for Justice:

(1) Is it a fact that in all States, ex-
cept Western Australia, ball point
pens are acceptable for use on
legal documents?

¢))]

Does any unusual, ]bgical, and

defensible reason exist for this
State not to follow the practice

already
States?

(& )]

adopted

in the other

If not, will the Minister take steps

to allow the use of ball point pens
on legal documents in this State?
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The Hon. A. . GRIFFITH replied:

(1) I am "Unawdre of the practice in
other States.

(2) Answered by (1).

(3) The use of some ball point pens
is not considered desirable be-
cause of the tendeney of the ink
to fade.

ZONE “A” ALLOWANCE.

Extension fo Murchison-Eyre
Electorate

2, The Hon. G. E. D. BRAND asked the

Minister for Mines:

As persons living in many fowns
in the Murchison-Eyre electorate,
such as Yalgoo to Meekatharra,
Wiluna, Leonora, Laverton, War-
burton Range, Menzies, and towns
along the frans.-Australian rail-
way, are definitely worse off in
amenities and living conditions
than many of those living north
of the twenty-sixth parallel who
receive the benefit of the Zone
“A” allowance, will the Minister
suggest to the Government that
the facts be brought to the notice
of the Federal Treasurer, in order
that the Zone “A” area be ex-
tended to include the towns men-
tioned above?

The Hon. A. P, GRIFFITH replied:

A submission was madé by the
Government to the Federal
Treasurer in October, 1965, seek-
ing the extension of Zone “A” so
as to include the towns listed.

A reply from the Federal Treas-
urer indicated that the Govern-
ment’s submission would be taken
inte account when the zone al-
lowance boundaries were next
under review. .

There has been no further corres-
pondence in the matter but it is
apparent that the Commonwealth
has not been prepared, to date, to
vary the present boundaries.

TRAFFIC COUNT
Canavan Crescent, Manning

3. The Hon.J. DOLAN asked the Minister

for Mines:

(1) Has the Main Roads Department
taken a traffic count in Canavan
Crescent, Manning, during the
last 12 months?

(2) If so, what traffic features were
revealed?

(3) If not, will the department give
consideration to taking a count
as this street is now an important
road link between Manning Road
and Canning Highway?

8.
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The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH replied:

(1) A 10 minute sample count only
has been taken.

(2) The daily traffic volume is more
than 1,500 vehicles but less than
5,000,

(3) Answered by (1) and (2).

MERREDIN AGRICULTURAL
RESEARCH STATION

Acquisiton of Land

The Hon. R. H. C. STUBBS asked

the Minister for Mines:
In view of the scarcity of light
land at the Merredin Agricul-
tural Research Station, and the
considerable advantages to be
derived in agricultural research
on light lands in the Merredin
and other districts, will the
Minister take steps to acguire two
locations, comprising ILocations
26890 and 20686, totglling 776
acres, which are for sale, and
are adjacent to the Merredin ex-
perimental farm?

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH replied:

This matter is being investizated
and the honourable member will
be advised in due course.

HOUSING
Calista: High Density Project

The Hon. C. E. GRIFFITHS asked the

Minister for Mines:

(1) What is the total number and the
type of housing units contained
in the State Housing Commission
higher density project in—

(a) Maydwell Way and Gawler
Way, Calista: and

(b) Kenton Way and Clint Way,
Calista?

(2) What is the total land area in
each case?

(3) What is the ultimate total popula-
tion to be housed in each project?

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH replied:

(1) (a) There are 10 three-bedroom

terrace units in three separate
buildings,

(b) There are 18 two-bedroom
flats in two separate two-
storied buildings.

(2) (a) 1 acre 1 rood 23.3 perches.
(b) 1 acre 1 rood 23.7 perches.

(3) The premises are currently occu-
pied by—

(a) 21 adults and 25 children.

(b) 32 adults and 19 children.

Total—53 adults and 44 children.

In no instance has the commission

built up to the permissible limits

of the G.R. 4 buil@ing éode and all
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buildings meet with the require-
ments of the model building by-
laws and were approved by the
local authority.

HEALTH
Organisms in Treated Sewerage Effluent

6. The Hon. R. F. CLAUGHTON asked
the Minister for Health:

With reference to the Presidential
Address “Man—His Water Sup-
plies and Hesalth, Yesterday, To-
day and Tomorrow,” reprinted
from The Journal of the Institu-
tion of Engineers, Australia, Vol,
40, No, 4-5, April-May, 1968, and
because research Andings dis-
cussed in this paper give cause
for alarm—

(a) will the Health Department
give an assurance that it is
aware of the dangers arising
from gastroenteritis and in-
fectious hepatitis organisms
surviving in sewerage effluent
under normal treatment con-
ditions;

is the department carrying
out research to determine
whether contamination of
seafood by the abovenamed
organisms is occurring in the
vieinity of sewerage outlets?

(b}

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON replied:

(a) Yes.

(b} Seafood samples are tested
bacteriologically from time to
‘/ time.

POISONS ADVISORY COMMITTEE.
Naemes dnd Qualifications of Members

7. The Hon. J. DOLAN asked the Minis-
ter for Health:
What are the names and quali-
fications of the membhers of the
Poisons Advisory Committee estab-
lished under the Poisons Act?

The Hon, G. C. MacKINNON replied:

E. R. Beech, MB.BS., MRCP.,
M.R.A.CP, PFAR.AC.S.
Specialist Physician.

R. C. Godfrey, M.BB.S.,, MR.CP.,
MR.A.CP., FR.SH. Medical
Director, Princess Margaret
Hospital.

D. D. Letham, MB.B.S.,
MR.ACP, DPH, FACM.A.
Physician-in-Charge (Qccupa-
tional Health), Department of
Public Health.

M. F. Lockett, MBB.S., MD,
M.R.CP., Ph.D. Professor of
Pharmacology, University of
Western Australia.,
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D. J. Snow, MR.CS., LRCP,
DPH., FR.S.H, FACMA.
Deputy Commissioner of Public
Health.

L. W. Samuel, B.Se, PhD,
M.AIAS., MRSH, F.RACI,
FR.IC. Director Government
Chemical Laboratories.

C. P. Jenkins, M.A., Chief Division
of BDiological Services Depart-
ment of Agriculture.

W. Bellinge, M.R.C.V.S. Veterin-
arian. (Veterinary Surgeons
Board).

A. McWhinney, Ph.C., MUP.S.
Pharmacist. (Pharmaceutical
Council of W.A). :

G. Dallimore, Ph.C., M.P.S. Phar-
macist. (Pharmaceutical Service
Guild).

B. Bell, B.Sc.,, AR.A.CI1I. Chamber
of Manufactures.

J. -Kirkham, Chamber of Manu-
factures.

SCHOOLS IN WEST PROVINCE
Future Proposals
8. The Hon. F. R. WHITE asked the
Minister for Mines:
(1) What additional classrooms, if
any, are proposed for—
{a) Ealamunda Primsry School;
(b) Carmel Primary School?
(2) Is a new primary school proposed
for South Kalamnunda?
{3) If the answer to (2) is “Yes"—
(a) what is the location of the
approved site;
(b) what are the details of the
construction proposed; and
{¢c) when will pupils commence
study in the new buildings?
The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH replied:
(1) (a) Kalamunda—¢ classrooms.
(b) Carmel—nil.
{2} Not in this financial year.
(3) Answered by (2).

KALGOORLIE DISTRICT HOSPITAL
Installation of Heating Appliances

9. The Hon. J. J. GARRIGAN asked the
Minister for Health:
Owing to the extreme cold
weather experienced in Kalgoorlie
during the winter months, will
the Public Health Department
give consideration to having
heaters or heating appliances in-
stalled in bathrooms in the various
wards at the Kalgoorlie District
Hospital?
The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON replied:
This matter will be investigated.

10. This question was postvoned uniil
Tuesday, the 20th August.
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PRE-VOCATIONAL CENTRES
Availability and Publicity

11. The Hon. R. F. CLAUGHTON asked
the Minister for Mines:

(1) At what schools are pre-voca-
tional cenires established?

Have the communities where
these schools are located been
informed that the centres would be
available for night classes if the
Education Department is s¢ re-
quested? .

If not, does the department in-
tend to publicise this fact?

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH replied:
(1) Belmont Senior High.
Bentley Senior High.
Mirrabooka  Senior High
course of construction).
John Forrest Senior High.
Hamilton Senior High.

The communities’ needs for night
classes are being satisfied through

2)

(3>

(in

(2)

the wuse of the manual arts
cenires,
(3) No.

VINE GROWING
Types, and Acreage at Mi. Barker

12. The Hon. J. M. THOMSON asked the
Minister for Mines:

(1) With reference to vine growing in
the Mt Barker district on the
property of Mr. C. A. Pearse at
Forrest Hill—

{a) what acreage is under vine;

(b) how old are these vines;

(¢) what type of table wines will
these vines ultimately pro-
duce;
when is it anticipated that
samples of wines produced
from these vines will be
available; and
can the Minister provide any
further information in rela-
tion to the progress of this
property?

(2) To what extent has this industry
been developed on other proper-
ties in the Mt. Barker district?

(3) Are there any similar properties
being developed in the Albany
distriet, and if so, to what extent
can questions (1) (a) to (d) he
applied?

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH replied:
(1> {(a) Five acres.
{h) Cne year.
(¢) Light, dry table wines, viz.,
riesling and claret,
(d) From the vintage in 1971 or
1972,

(d)

(e)
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(e) The percentage strike of the
cuttings planted last year was
70 per c¢ent., which is con-
sidered reasonable. )
Misses will be replanted with
rooted vines this month.
(2} There has been no development.
(3) No.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY: SEVENTH DAY
Motion
Debate resumed, from the 13th August,

on the following motion by The Hon,
F. R. White—

That the following Address be pre-
sented to His Excellency:—

May it please Your Excellency:
We, the members of the Legislative
Council of the Parliament of
Western Australia, in Parliament
assembled, beg to express our
loyalty to our Most Gracious
Sovereign and to thank Your
Excellency for the Speech you
have been pleased to deliver to
Parliament.

THE HON. H. C. STRICKLAND (North)
f4.44 p.m.]l: I offer my congratulations to
you, Sir, on your re-election as President
for another term. I am certain you will
discharge your responsibilities ahd carry
out your duties during the next six years as
efficiently as you have done in the past.
I also join with others in wishing you good
health to enable you to do so. 1 regret
the absence of my comrade (Mr. Heenan)
who lost his seat; and 1 also have some
sympathy for Mr. Robinson who lost his
seat. However, I am pleased to welcome
those who have replaced the two members
I have mentioned. We all know the
political wheel turns constantly and no-
body can say just how lonhg he is likely
to remain in the Chamber, whether as a
result of an election, or through ill-health;
we have no control over these things.
As somebody else said, we are a democracy
and we can expect to have new merabers
in the Chamber from time to time.

Since last year’s session of Parliament

I have been very perturbed at the con-
tinual loss of wages in respect of employees
generally, and particularly those who are
covered by arbitration court awards. The
basic wage, which operated throughout
Australia for very many years, and proved
a satisfactory means for employers and
employees to ohtain some satisfaction in
regard to their demands, reguests, and
representations, has been. abolished. We
could also say that under the arbitration.
system which operated when the basic
wage was in existence, there was compara-
tive peace in industry as compared with
the past seven or eight months since the
basic wage has been abolished,

An endeavour has been made to replace
the basic wage with what is known as &
total wage. That concept was horn in the:
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Commonwealth Arbitration Court in 1965,
when the Employers Federation, assisted
and supported by the Liberal Party and
Commonwealth Government advocates,
was successful in indueing that court ulti-
mately to supplant the basic wage with
what I have said is termed a total
wage.

Since the court delivered its judgment in
December last year, after two years' hear-
ing and many months of consideration,
there have been serious repercussions in
respect of the work value of employees in
the meta! f{rades industry. A decision
handed down in December of last year was
criticised not only by employers, but also
by the Federal Minister for Labour and
the Federal Treasurer on more than one
occasion—both at the time and again
quite recently.

The Federal Treasurer, attended a
dinner of employers representing the
metal trades and other manufacturing
unions, at which Sir Richard Kirby was
a guest, and during the Treasurer’s speech
he intimated there should be no more
rises ih wages and no more costs loaded
onto industry.

Surely it is most unusual that Govern-
ments should set up tribunals of learned
men to adjudicate on wage cases and then
interfere with their judgments. They de-
liberately go out of their way to attempt
to influence the courts. I think if is a
pretty poor show; and all workers through-
out the Commonwealth of Australia know
very well they are not geing to obtain a
fair deal through the courts while there
is a Liberal and Country Party Govern-
ment in charge of the Treasury Benech.

There does not seem to be any doubt
about that. History indicates that ever
since the Labor Party more or less fell
out of favour with the electors, through
internal strife and the publicity given to
that internal strife, the Liberal and
Country Party coalition appears to be
taking advantage of the situation—in a
very extreme manner—to see that the low
income earner is kept on that low income,
and does not receive through the arbitra-
tion system: what was initially intended to
be g fair day’s pay for a fair day's work.
That cannot be denied.

During the course of the two years'
hearing of the metal trades award by the
Commonwealth Arbitration Court, the
unions’ advocate, (Mr. Bob Hawke), proved
conelusively that the wage earner had
fallen behind his entitlement. Mr, Hawke
proved this by summoning before the
court the members of what is known as
the Vernon committee. They were sub-
poenzed to appear in the Commonwealth
court, and Mr. Hawke finally got the
members of that commission to admit that
the wage earner throughout Australia had
fallen something like 8 per cent. or 10
per cent. behind his entitlement.
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The Vernon committee based its report
on the gross national product, which is
advanced as the yardstick. However, Mr.
Hawke was able to subpoens the members
of the committee to appear in the court
and he proved through those members
that the workers’ wages had fallen behind.
The members of the committee admitted
this. The outcome of the hearing and the
subsequent findings of the court resulted
in an increase for metal trades employees
generally from 10¢ to $10, or thereabouts,
The Arbitration Court handed down its
judgment. The court did not direct, but
suggested—by intimation more than any-
thing else—that those employers who were
paying over the award rates should absorb,
or endeavour to absorb, the increase
granted by the court.

It has always been understood that an
Arbitration Court award is a minimum
rate, It is the law that nobody must be
paid below the rates fixed by the Arbitra-
tion Court. However, anybody can be paid
above that rate and some employers ate
very pleased to pay above award rates.
Some employers continued to pay above
the award rate, but other employers en-
deavoured to absorb the increase in the
overall payment. There we find the
answer to what is known as the total wage.

The total wage, no doubt, was brought
in to endeavour to overcome this position.
I think every farmer in the House knows
that for many years he has paid over-
award rates for shearing. That has been
going on for as long as I can remember
—at least as far back as 1920—with re-
gard to the shearing award.

Getting back to the Commonwealth
award, the Arbitration Court found that
it was in trouble. The award was to take
effect as from the 22nd January, of this
year, but the strife and turmoil which fol-
lowed cause the court to sit again in Feb-
ruary. On this occasion, it delivered a
startling judgment. The court decreed that
70 per cent. of the awarded increase
should be paid retrospective to, I think,
the 22nd January of this year. However.
the other 30 per cent. of the increase was
to be deferred until the 8th of this month.
That decision was most unjust and, of
course, it caused more turmeoil.

Between the {ime of handing down the
decision in December, and early February
this year, the court fined the metal trades
unions in excess of $100,000 for minor stop-
pages and hreaches of the award, where
some men refused to accept less than they
were entitled to, and what they had been
paid. However, the court did not stop
there. In my opinion it pensalised the
workers twice because every worker had
contributed--throngh' his subscriptions to
the union—towards the 3%100,000 paid in
fines. The court also decided that the
workers would not receive 30 per cent. of
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the increase because they had been
naughty boys. Those workers were
penalised for the same offence.

On the 6th of this month Sir Richard
Kirby-—and the other judges who sat with
him—decided that the 30 per cent. could
be paid as from the 21st of this month.
Without taking any more evidence, the

decision was reached that the 30 per cent..

should be paid. Another cry came from
the employers that they had not had an
opportunity to present their case why the
30 per cent. should not be paid. That is an
amazing thing! For two years the em-
ployers gave evidence as to why nothing
should be paid, and when the court found
that something should be paid, and gave
& decision, they were still not satisfied.

It is high time the trade unions,
through their industrial organisations, got
to work and educated the wage earners
—and salary earners because they are also
taking some action, as will have been
noticed through the Press—in these mat-
ters. The workers should be shown that
many of them are electing the wrong
members into Parliament—members of the
wrong parfy. The workers will not get any-
where while the employers’ representa-
tives are governing the country. They are
not in the race. They will have to wake up
and elect men from the party which will
look after them. There is only one party
that will do that--the Labor Party.

So 1 take this opportunity to say some-
thing along these lines hoping that some-
ohe may ohe day read Hensard and learn
a little about this matter.

The Industrial Arbitration Act in this
State was amended in 1966, following a
judgment delivered in November, 1965, by
our court, when it unanimously agreed to
continue to grant quarterly adjustments
to the basic wage. The Government hinted
—or made known the fact—that it dis-
agreed with the granting of quarterly basic
wage adjustments. The judegment of the
Industrial Commission, sitting as a full
court composed of Commissioners
Schnaars, Kelly, and Cor{, was unanimous
and the wage was increased following rises
in the cost of living.

I shali ref' “to the judgment which was
in relation .o Sert VII of the Industrial
Arbitration Act- “asic wage, quarterly re-
view. The judgment is dated the 16th No-
vember, 1965, and at page 10 the following
appears:—

If quarterly adjustments are g
greater contributing factor to price
increases than the less frequent move-
ments resulting from the Common-
wealth determinations, then one might
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expect that price movements in West-
ern Australia over this period—

The commissioners were talking about an
experience covering 15 years. To con-
finue—
—would be greater than other States.
However, such is not the case, as the
following figures indicate—

PERCENTAGE INCREASE IN PRICES AS
INDICATED BY THE CONSUMER PRICE INDEX

Consumer Price Increase
Index per cent.
Sept., Sept.,
1960 1945
Perth 69.7 130.0 86.5
Six Capitals 69.5 133.5 82.1
Sydney 69,2 131.8 80.5
Melbourne .. 60.6 135.6 04.8
PBrisbane 70.4 138.3 96.4
Adelaide 08.3 130.7 87.2
Hobart 85.6 137.0 90.7

So it can be seen that the percentage in-
crease in the consumer price index in Perth
remained the lowest in -Australia, despite
the auarterly adjustments. The judgment
then went on—

Prices have increased less in Western
Australia, where quarterly adjustments
have been fairly consistent, than they
have in other States where, in line
with Federal determinafions, quarterly
adjusiments have been abolished, and
have been less than in South Ausiralia,
where a form of price control has con-
tinuously applied.

Those fleures are compiled by the Com-
monwealth Statistician. I think that
judgment proved conclusively that the
Industrial Commission in its granting of
guarterly adjustments was acting on very
sound bases and on the evidence placed
before it.

However, apparently this Government
decided that a stop must be put to the
granting of quarterly adjustments so what
did it do? In 1968, by a devious method—
and I mean *‘devious”™ because it was done
by a roundabout method—the Government
abolished the basic wage and the quarterly
adjustments that could be made to it. The
Government knew very well what em-
ployers throughout Australia were doing;
it knew the Commonwealth court would
introduce a total wage, So what did the
Brand-Nalder Government do? It tied the
State basic wage to the Federal wage
because it knew that the Federal wage, as
& basic wage, would be abolished a few
months later with the idea of introducing
a total wage. 8o I think I am right in
using the word “devicus” in referring to
what the State Government did on that
occeasion.

I realise the Government, because the
elections were only 12 months away, would
not want to abolish the bhasic wage
straightout, and so it fastened the State
wage to the Federal wage, well knowing
what would happen in the Commonwesalth
sphere. We were told in this Chamber that
it would be far better to have only one.
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basic wage instead of two, and some mem-
bers, but not Labor Party members, fell
for it. Labor Party members were opposed
to the proposal whereas other members
fell for the idea of having only one basic
wage and, I suppose, to them it seemed a
reasonable proposition instead of having
two conflicting wage levels. No doubt the
idea was to abolish the State basic wage,
and quarterly adjustments, and tie that

wage in with the Federal basic wage which .

the Government knew would soon be abol-
ished in favour of a total wage.

So the workers were deceived—In fact
they were absclutely robbed of something
like $1.50 or $1.60. That is the flgure so
far because our wage is behind by that
much, and had the industrial court
been left alone the State basic wage, with
the quarterly adjustments that would have
been made, would have been $1.60 greater
than it is now.

The Hon. R. Thompson: It is $1.60 a
week less than would have been the case.

The Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: That is
s0. Members will notice that through their
unjons the workers are struggling to

. maintain their equity in what is known as
the gross national product, or to obtain
their- share of the wealth which they
produce. Admittedly the investors are
entitled to their share, but they would not
get anything at all if it were not for the
workers producing the goods.

The Hon. S. T. J. Thompson: What
about the poor old farmers?

The Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: I will
tell the honourable member about them
a little later. The investors get along
fairly well but always at the expense of
workers. They are both entitled to live
and the objeet of our democracy is to
endeavour to spread the wealth as fairly
as possible. We cannot have some people
left behind, struggling, while others are
more or less rolling in wealth. However,
that is what is happening and it is some-
thing that we as Labor members have
to try to rectify because we represent
the workers. Unfortunately too many of
them do not realise it and they fail to
see what is happening to them.

Many members in this Chamber will
recall, during the Hawke Government's
regime, from 1953 to 1959, several occa-
sions when we introduced legislation to
give bank officers Saturdays off. But the
legislation was always defeated in this
House.

The Hon. F. R. H. Lavery: What a howl
there was about it.

The Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: But what
happened as soon as the Government
changed? The present CGovernment in-
troduced legislation to provide for the
banks to close on Saturdays, and in that
instance it had robbed hank officers
of Saturday leisure time for a number of
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years. That is only cone case and I could
quote a large number to show what has
happened over the years.

I would now like to touch on the
Federal Budget and in this regard I want
to mention the plight of the pensioners
and the superannuated people who are
still alive—but only just, How they
struggle along on their paliry pensions, I
do not know. I think every member in
this House would realise how difficult it
would be. People who are on the pension,
or are receiving superannuation, have had
no opportunity throughout their working
lives to get off the labour market. Not
everybody is lucky, or as lucky as many of
us are, in being able to get off the labour
market. In some cases when one does
get off the labour market it is more by
good luck than by good judgment, How-
ever, I repeat, those on the pension, or
receiving superannuation, have been forced
to work all their lives, and by the recent
Federal Budget they were granted an
increase in pension of $I per week; and
the level at which they start paying tax
has been lifted by another $70 a year.

This is not of much benefit, particularly
to old people who are unable to seek work
to enable them to earn a little money over
and above their pensions. From time to
time we hear and read where Government
members of the Federal Parliament have
a great deal of sympathy for the pen-
sioners. But they never give them any
practical relief. Why do not these mem-
bers stand up and demand from the
Federal Governmment something for the
pensioners? Why do they not practise
what they preach? Unfortunately Pederal
members are prepared to let the pensioners
go along on their meagre pensions.

But let us look at the anomalies in the
Budget. A few moments ago somebody
asked about the farmer. What about the
farmer? Every pensioner is subject to a
means test. He has to live within a limit,
and how he does so, I would not know. He
has to scrape along as best he ean, but
look at the position with the farmer!
There is no means test on the super sub-
sidy. I do not know whether the super
subsidy should be provided, or whether
it should not; but what is good for one
section of the commumity should be good
for the other, and the restrictions of the
means test should be eased considerably in
the case of pensioners and superannuated
peaple.

I cannot see why a farmer who sold a
bull for $25,000—as was the case recently—
should be eligible for the super subsidy.
I cannot see why the farmer who was able
to pay that amount for a bull should
receive the super subsidy. I cannot see
why farmers who are producing double
the State average for wheat should bhe
subgidised. By all means subsidise the
man who is producing below the State
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average; he needs to be subsidised. But
why subsidise the man who is producing
more than the State average?

We have American farmers like Art
Linkletter, and others, including companies,
who have big properties in the Esperance
area. They are subsidised, even though
‘they do not need it. They have f{hat
much money that they have to get it out
of America and invest it somewhere else.
‘Obviously there is no means test in those
cases. The farmer is not badly off, and I
will say this about the Country Party: With
all due respect to you, Mr. President, the
Country Party looks after the farmers. My
‘word it does!

The Hon. 8. T. J. Thompson: You should
-<come down te my electorate.

The Hon. H. €. STRICKLAND: T think
the Country Party should be called the
self-help party. It is doing very well, It is
disappointing.- -

The Hon, L. A. Logan. We have to do
‘that. If it were left to you we would not
get anything at all.

The Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: —to
find that the poorer sections of the com-
munity are not being helped at all by the
Budget proposals. .

The Hon. E. C. House: The Government
gets the super subsidy back in taxation.

The Hon. H. €. STRICKLAND: But the

farmer is always howling about taxation,
too. Why does the farmer need to be sub-
sidised? He gets his cut. The Country
Party looks after the farmers; and, as 1
said, the name should be changed to the
self-help party.

I will change the subject and refer to
the way aborigines vote. There has been
a good deal of publicity and disputation
and comment about the voting in the
Kimberley electorate in the recent State
elections, which were held in March of this
vear.

I was a scrutineer at Gogo Station on
election day. My curiosity took me out
there, because I wanted to observe how
the natives voted. The year before they
voted so well that there was not one in-
formal vote. Prior to that I did have some
experience with the way the natives voted.
At the last Federal election I went to the
leprosarium to see why they voted so well.

A great majority of the natives were bush
natives. Three years previously I think
about 112 voted, but there was not one
informal vote. That was the ocecasion
when Mr. Collard had been returned in
the previous Federal election. There were
two elections in between, and I think one
was a Senate election. Anyway, these
natives had voted three times previously.

On the day before the last Federal elec-
tion I went to the leprosarium, and the
manager asked me what I wanted to do.
I said that I would just sit in to see how
the natives voted, and why they were so
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intelligent and were able to voie so well.
I might say that at the time the team of
management was different from. the team
which had been there three years pre-
viously. The manager asked me what I
wanted to do. I said I would read the
provisions in the Electoral Act. I told
him that he had a copy and he could see
what he could do, and that I would do
what I could as a scrutineer. I said fur-
ther that I would bring my authorisafion
to act in that capacity.

On election day the natives went
through and voted. These people do not
know very much about the matter, and
they have to be herded together to go
into the polling booth, with the gins go-
ing in first and the bucks following. The
wives of two members of the management
said, “We will give you some assistance by
each handing cut a card to every native
voter—one =z Liberal card, and one a
Labor card. We will tell them to select one
of the cards and pass it to the boss.”
These native voters have to give their
names, because that is laid down in the

Act, but most of them could not give their
names.

None of the natives were refused ballot
papers. They took the papers, and cast
their votes at the ballot box. I was at
the count, and I saw there were 53 in-
formal votes. Some of the cards had
pictures of alligators, others of birds, and
yet others of snakes. They did noct have
the slightest idea of the way to mark the
ballot -paper. As a matter of fact, they
did not understand English, but only a
form of pidgin English.

The Hon. A. P. Griffith: If they did not
give their names how @id the presiding
officer know in respect of which name he
should issue 3 ballot paper?

The Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: The
presiding officer was the manager of the
leprosarium, and he knew everyone by .
name. He said to me, “I will give them
each a ballot paper, and see how they
vote.”

The Hon. A, P. Griffith: He would have
to cross their names off the roll.

The Heon. H. C. STRICKLAND: I could
have persuaded the whole lot of them to
vote Labor if I wanted to, as the Liberals
persuaded them to vote their way on the
first occasion when the contest was be-
tween Browne and Collard. I could have
done the same thing, but I did not. That
shows conclusively that these people
should not be placed on the roll.

At Gogo Station there was a different
set-up. The ballot was as well conduected
as g ballot conducted anywhere else. The
native voters came in, got their bhallot
papers, marked them, and put them into
the hox. That part of the proceedings
was quite good. I could not find any
complaint, in my capacity as serutineer.
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The Hon. J. Heitman: Did they give
their names?

The Hon. H, C. STRICKLAND: The
assistant poll clerk did not ask the first
twe who came salong, because they were
fairly well educated and were known to
that officer. I said to him, *The Act pro-
vides that a voter shall state his name. I
want you to call out the number when a
voter gives his name.” I could not under-
stand some of the names, and I needed the
numbers in order to mark the names off
my roll. That worked quite well. Each one
had a Liberal “How-to-Vote” card with
his name printed on the back. There is
nothing wrong with that. There was per-
haps something wrong in that some were
mumbling their names. It was funny to
see their reactions when they were asked
their names.

The poll clerk was the wife of the school
teacher, and the teacher was the presid-
ing officer. When they were asked for
their names, they mumbled something, and
replied, “What is white fella’s name?”
It was absolutely ridiculous. Eventually
they would put their cards down.

I looked at the cards, and in one instance
I challenged the voter. I said that he had
not given his name and I objected. I
pointed out that if a voter did not give
his name he could use somebody else’s
card. As a matter of fact that proved to
be the case. I had a ring around this
name. In this instance he was on the
roll in the name of George Widdjoe. He
had no idea at all. Only two male native
voters and two female native voters had
any idea of the procedure and could glve
their names.

The Liberal arganisation did a marvel-
lous job by printing the names on the
back of the “How-to-Vote” cards. That
was done nol only with the natives at
Gogo Station, but also with other natives

_who could not read or did not know what
they were doing. There was the one case at
Gogo Station where one native voter im-
personated another. He would not do that
without prior knowledge. Some Liberal
organiser might have said, “That fellow is
not here. Give this person his card.” The
native entitled to the vote might have been
ocut in the bush and had no hope of getting
in. That actually took place, and it is a
fact.

How many others got through in the
same way I do not know. I challenged
only one male native voter, and one native
woman who had come in from Cherrabun
Station. Some natives from an adjoining
station were over at Gogo Station to see
their relatives. The manager told me
they were from Cherrabun Station, and
might be on the roll. One of them was;
aend she knew what she wanted. She
gave her name as Patty Yungabun and
on the roll her name appeared with
these particulars, *Cherrabun Station, via
Derby, domestic P.”

22 persons had voted,
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Another native woman came along to
vote. She was also from Cherrabun
Station. I sald to the teacher, “I cannot
understand what name she is giving. Can
you?” He said he could not understand
either; so a native school girl of 12 or 13
years of age was called in. She was asked
to talk to this woman who wanted to
vote, in order to ascertain her mame and
whether she was on the roll. This schogl
girl spoke both languages, but she could
not find out the woman’s name; so this
woman could not vote.

When I had finished my business there
I checked with the
poll clerk, and said that 22 persons had
voted and I understood no more would
come in to vote. I sald that the rest of
the natives were 40 or 50 miles out on the
run, and would not get in, so there would
not be any more votes at Gogo Station.
There were only six or seven eligible voters
left, and they included the overseer and
his wife. The officers at the booth agreed
with me, and then I left. Seven more votes
were cast after I left.

These people have no idea of how to
vote., T would say that only four of them
understood what they were doing. I re-

‘marked to the presiding officer before I

left, “There is no doubt that they know
how to vote. I cannot tell how they

_ voted, because they had their backs to me.

I cannot say how they were able to dis-
tinguish anything, but they are well
trained: I suppose you had something
to do with it.” He replied, “Yes, I taught
them.” I then inquired how he had taught
them, and he told me that he started by
teaching them to put a stroke agajinst
the picture of an orange or a banana, and
he would teach them to vote by putting
a stroke opposite the picture they wanted.
I then said, “I suppose the ballot would
go 50-50 each way?” I asked him whether
he had familiarised them with the ballot
paper, and he said, “Yes.” Of course the
natives were schooled so well that a very
great majority of the votes were cast for
Mr., Ridge.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: Are you suggest-
ing -that he schooled them well in one
direction only?

The Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: 1
would think so. I was informed that this
person's wife is a relative of the Minister
for Native Welfare. He would not do any-
thing that I would not have done.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: I would not
care to pass any comment on that state-
ment.

The Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: The
Minister need not worry about that,

The Hon. A, F. Griffith: To my mind
that does not sound too good.

The Hon. H. €. STRICKLAND: I shall
refer to this later on. I say this type
of person should not be on the roll at all.
It is a matter of who controls them; and
that is the way their votes are cast.
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The Hon. A. F. Griffith: The fact re-
mains the law says they must be on the
roll.

The Hon. H, C. STRICKLAND: The law
does not provide they must be on the roll.
If they have sufficient intelligence they
can volunteer to be on the roll.

The Hon. A, P. Griflith: Who wanted
them to be put on the roll?

The Hon. 71. C, STRICKLAND: At Fitz-
roy Crossing the situation was a little dif-
ferent; but here again is an illustration of
those in control being able to induce the
uninformed., the wuninteliigent, an:l the
mentally incapable natives to vote the way
those in control want them to vote.

Three years before Mr. Rhatizan had a
hansdseme majority at Fitzroy Crossing and
there is no denying the fact that this was
heesuse there was n pastoralist in the
area who was friendly disposed towards
him. Last vyear that station property
changed hands and at the recent election
the pastoralist who had bought the other
one out was friendly disposed towargs the
Liberal Party. It fcok some time, but he
managed to induce those natives to change
over from Mr. Rhatigan, whom they knew.
They knew Mr. Rhatizan very well because
he was born in the Kimberleys. Neverthe-
less, the natives were induced to change
over because they were ignorant.

What those concerned did was fhis-
They said tp the natives, “You know hig
fella. boss, Mr. Brand?” Mr, Brand had

been up there. “You know big fella boss®”
“Oh, yes!” “Well, big fella boss, he wants
voun“ man. Him don't want old fella any
more; him want young man.” So they
voted for the young man.

They have no idea of political parties or
for what they are voting; but they are
able to he influenced—and they were,
They all came in and those who could sav
their names did so, and those who could
not, put down a card. One of the police
constables was the presiding officer and
a schocl teacher his assistant, ard we had
a, scrutineer sitting alongside them. The
natives all eame in angd did the one thing—
the first 30 did, anyway. They were asked
their names and scme were abls to reply;
those who could not, put a card down on
the table. They were given a ballot paper
and were told to mark down the person
they wanted, Thev would reply. “No, bess:
yvou put him in.” Each one would be asked
whether he wanted Rhatigan or Rldge and
he would reply, “Ridge, Ridge, Ridge.”

Nr. Rhatizan received one vote cut of
the first 30. The reason we know this is
becaiuse the scrutineer was sitting along-
cide the officer to see that the officer voted
according to the wishes of the natives.
That is what occurred and it explains
again how the vote can swing one way or
the other.
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At Goego they have never voted any way
except against Labor, but we are not com-
plaining about that to any great extent.
I would not know about the situation at
Mowanjum and I-a Grange because I was
in the bush. I did not interest myself in
the matter, but I did hear tales and read
bits about it. However, most of the black-
fellows at Mowanjum would be infiuenced
—not all of them, but quite a few—by the
Liberal Party because that party did or-
ganise things very well there.

I have here a statement from the assist-
ant presiding officer at Mowanjum, the
Rev. John P¥rancis Gordon Watts., Al-
though the voting was cettainly not car-
ried out according to the bosok, it was
carried out. For instance, in his statement
the Rev. Watts said—

When a voter came to my table, I
would recognize that person, announce
their name, which they ackhowledged.

Of course, that presiding officer could say
any name—Tom Sniith, for instance—and
hand him a ballot paper. If our scrutin-
eers had been awake to the situation, they
could have said, “You cannot do that, You
ask the voter his name.” But they were
not awake to that.

There was also a crippisd feliow in a
chair inside the polling booth advising
those wheo requived assistance, He was an
aboriginal who could speak the language.
I do not know whether we can do very
much about that sort of thing. These
natives ate just not capable of exercising
their right to vote.

From Mowanjum the Liberal Party sent
an educated native to Broome to organise
the natives there; and 1 have certainly
heard some tales from down there. They
were pretiy right, of course. but the situa-
tion is most unfair. I understand that some
of the natives were promised a motorcar, a
house, and al? that sort of thing if the
old fellow—Mr. Rhatigan—retired and the
young fellow took opver. Of course, most of
the natives were living behind a sheest of
iron in the sandhills, almoest in the centre
of Breome: and, naturally. these nat-
ives were induced to vote the way the
Liberal Party desired.

If only the natives knew how much some
of the Liberals despised them, they would
naver vote for them. This applies to most
of the leading Liberals and one. in par-
ticular, in Breome. The native auestion is
one which concerns evervone, and it con-
cerned many of the business people in
some ©f the north-west towns, until the
natives were supplied with a few hob. Up to
the payment of pensions and child endcvi-
ment to natives, there was a great howl
and demand that they be cleared out of
the towns and away from the business sec-
tion. It was suggested they should camp
away from the sandhills, and so on. How-
ever, since they have had a little cash,
there has been no hurry at all to get rid
of them.
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1 was at a function last year which
was also attended by several Liberals—and
prominent ones. As a matter of fact, I got
into a little strife with them because I
could not help but overhear what they
were saying—one was sitting next to me
and the other opposite me, They were dis-
cussing the native question and their solu-
tion was that we should castrate them. I
pointed out that Hitler wanted fo exter-
‘minate all. the Jews, and that their sueg-
gestion was shocking. As a matter of fact,
Mr. Ridge drove me from that function
to the hotel.

This sort of thing does happen, but the

natives do not have enough intelligence to
understand the situation. Some of them
have, but not the uneducated natives who
are on the roll. The Rev. Walts made
quite a striking point in connection with
the natives. He wound up his statement
- by almost saying they should not be on
the roll, anyway. He said—

In the native language there is a
term known as “RUMBID” which is
the equivalent of “relative” ih the
European language only it covers a
wider range of relatives, including “in-
laws.” People connected by “RUM-
BID"” amongst the natives, are not
permitted to face each other at any
time. A “RUMBID” is always male
and female.

Therefore such people will avoid
each other and must do it according
to their tribal law. In this way
natives can be seen to go out of their
wdy to by-pass each other as they
are connected by “RUMBID.” Even in
a family group, through “RUMBID”
connections, the members of ihat
family affected, would not look at
each other.

In a formal situation, if strangers,
particularly white strangers are pre-
sent, the native is apt to be reserved
and keep their eyes averted from other
people. Also this is brought about by
the “RUMBID” situation.

A “RUMBID” is also not permitied
to mention the name of another
“RUMBID.”

The present strength of the native
voting, is contained amongst those
natives of the age groups who still
adhere to tribal laws and social cus-
toms, Younger natives have yet to
attain the voting age, in my opinion,
these younger natives will be more
independent of tribal customs.

That is a fair summing up of the position.
It is a fact that these people have no idea
—no idea and no understanding at all—
with regard to voting.

Let it be remembered that last year in
Parliament a new section—51A-—was in-
serted in the Electoral Act to give the
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Chie:f Electoral Officer certain powers. The
section reads as follows:—

51A. Where the Chief Electoral Of-
ficer is satisfled, that in consequence
of physical incapacity, mental illness
or mental disorder an elector is in-
capable of complying with the pro-
visions of this Act relating to com-
pulsory wvoting, the Chief Electoral
Officer may remove the name of that
elector from the roll.

The Minister will remember that when he
introduced the Bill with that provision in
it I suggesied to him that he might con-
sider including “mental incapacity” as well
as “mental illness.” He said he would take
a look at it, and a week later—no doubt
after he had discussed the matter with
the other Ministers—I approached him and
asked him whether he had made any de-
cision about the proposal. He said, "Yes,
I have. We would not touch it.” I would
think the Minister would have heen in-
fluenced by the reaction from do-gooders
concerned with taking away the vote from
the aborigines. I would think that was the
motive.

The Hon, A. F. Griffith: You can think
what you like, but you know that was not
the case. That section was put there for a
specific reason.

The Hon, H. C. STRICKLAND: But the
Minister recalls my request to him?

The Hon. A: F. Griffith: Outside the
ambit of the Chamber, yes.

The Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: To have
a look at it?
The Hon. A, F. Griffith: Yes.

The Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: I am
not saying anything bad.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: I did not wait
a week; I gave you an answer the same
day.

The Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND:; Ch, no!
I remember, because I was a bit keen about
it. The type of thing to which I have heen
referring should not occur. 1 have here
the 1facts concerning an instance
which occurred at Gogo. When I sat down
at the table and the poll kegan, along
came one chap who was not on the roll.
He was a very old man and was mumbling
somewhat. The presiding officer remarked
to the effect that he was ‘'round the
hend.” He did not use those exact words,
but that is what he meant. He was senile,

On ihe table was a pile of enralment
cards, and the presiding officer said,
“You come back later on, Charlie,"—or
whatever his name was—"and I will fill it
in for you.” I said to him, "He is not on
the roll?” The presiding officer said,
“No, he is not on the roll. He is on the
Federal roll.” I said, “You have a pile of
cards, Are you going to enrpl him?" He
said, "“Yes.,” I said, "“Do you know it is
voluntary for a native to be enrolled, but
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compulsory that he vote once he is en-
rolled? It is cruelty to dumb animals to
do that! You have told me he is a bit
gone in the head, but you will put him on
the roll!” I have had a loock at the roll
since to see if he was enrolled, but could
not find his name.

Not many pastoralisis will put these
natives on the roll. There was only Gogo
and the adjoining stations. A number have
been removed from the roll because they
could not answer the correspondence as
to why they had not voted. Only a few have
enrolled around Fitzroy Crossing, Brook-
ing Springs, and Jubilee Station. That,
as members know, belongs to the
McLarty family which does, of course,
take an interest in voting. However, the
great majority of stations do not enrol
the natives because they say it is abso-
lutéely wrong and they should not have a
vote.

Very wisely, in my opinion, the stations
are not putting the natives on the roll
unless they come and volunteer, If a man
volunteers, he will be educated, and that is
quite all right; because he will know what
the word “volunteer” mecans. However,
should enrolments continue in the present
way, it is quite obvious the Labor Party
will have to get to work and do some
organising in the form of unions. If the
Liberal Party is going to organise such
people who do not know right from wrong,
or one party from another, then the indus-
trial movement will have to take steps to
protect itself, I am hoping the Liberal
organisation will not be so foolish as to put
them on the roll. I have many good friends
in the Kimberley area who do not support
me at election time. They are very decent
people and I would certainly not like to
see them run up against any problems
with their employment situation. How-
ever a dangerous position is arising. Mem-
bers can see what is happening only a
few miles away over the border in the
Northern Territory. Whether a border will
keep out this practice, I would not know;
but I offer the thoughts for what they
are warth.

In my opinion the Liberal organisation
can thank the unintellizent vote for the
election of the new member for Kimberley:
because only by means of that vote was
the Liberal organisation successful.

The Hon. L. A. Logan: What is the per-
centage of natives on the roll?

The Hon, H. C. STRICKLAND: I do not
know the percentage.

The Hon. L. A. Logan: It makes a lot of
difference to the statement you just made.

The Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: I ask
the Minister to be patient for a moment.

The PRESIDENT: Order!

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: That sort of
snide suggestion does not become the mem-
ber for the North Province.
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The Hon. L. A. Logan: I asked a ques-
tion. \
The Hon. R. Thompson: Read out all the\l
names. i

The Hon, H. C. STRICKLAND: The 1

Liberal Party could tell the Minister,
because it printed a card for each one.

The Hon. F. R. H. Lavery: Good organis- !

ing!

The Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: 1
cannot tell the Minister, because I would
not know. However I do know it shows
that there were approximately 170 votes
which represented the unintelligent vote,
the uninformed vote, and the vote that
could be swayed. If both the Labor Party
and the Liberal Party Ybroke even and re-
ceived half each then, of course, Mr.

. Rhatigan would still be the member for

Kimberley. Members can work those
figures out for themselves,

The Hon. L. A. Logan: What did Mr.
Rhatigan win by in 1965?

The Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: By 500-
odd voles.

The Hon. L. A Logan: Do not forget
that.

The Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: What
difference does that make? The Liberals
made a great impression; nevertheless
they would have lost but for the unintelli-
gent vote.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: You are making
a snide suggestion.

The Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: I do not
like being dragged into this kind of argu-
ment. We were told in Derby that Mr.
Rhatigan would ga down by 150 votes. Mr.
Ridge and the Liberal organisation fully
expected to win by something like that
number of votes, and the Labor Party were
prepared to admit that could be the case.
As a matter of fact, in reality, Mr.
Rhatigan won by six votes in Detrby.
These things happen.

By way of a question I asked for the
Gogo and La Grange figures. 1 did not
get what I wanted. The answer given to
me contained the information that these
two boxes were mixed together. However,
the Leader of the Opposition in ancother
place (Mr. Tankin) asked the Minister
representing the Minister for Justice-—

{1> Who authorised the returning
officer for Kimberley at the recent
State general election to count to-
gether the votes from the polling
places of Gogo Station and La
Grange Mission?

Fer what reascn was this count-
ing together done?

and Mr. Court replied—
(1) and (2) The returning officer de-
cided to count together the votes

@)
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at the two polling places men-
tioned and has stated the reason
for so doing as follows:—
When conducting the count, 1
considered that the votes re-
corded at any polling place,
having under 30 votes recorded

thereat, should be amalga-
mated with another polling
place. This would then bal-

ance out the votes of any small
section of the community.

I would not know what the Minister meant
by the words, “balance out the votes of any
small section of the community.”

The Hon. F. R, H, Lavery: A pretty good
idea, though!

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: This is
done all over the State; it is not only done
in the Kimberiey.

The Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: Because
a thing is done onece, it does not mean that
it must be done that way always. Pro-
- bably it is done for a reason, but I do not
know what that reason is. These boxes
were counted after the main count, when
Mr, Ridge thought he was defeated. The
boxes were counted on the Sunday.

The Hon, F. D. Willmott: It is done to
preserve secrecy.

The Hon. G. €. MacKinnon; It is fre-
fgquently done to preserve secrecy.

The Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: That
reason does not change the result, It would
not matter if there were 30 or 300 votes
in the box, and I will prove it to the
Minister; it would not make a bit of differ-
ence,

In 1924 there were five candidates for
the Kimberley seat to which Mr. Coverley
was elected. One candidate was named
Captain Gregory. He was known in
Broome and was a master pearler, a very
intelligent man, and a very fluent speaker.
Dr. Hislop remembers Captain Gregory.

Over 200 people in Broome signed a
petition for him to be elected to the seat
when Mr. Durack retired and the seat be-
came vacant. Captain Gregory took z lot of
persuading because he did not want te
stand for election. The petition was taken
to Derby and another 60 or 70 sighatures
were added to it there. Finally, he was
pbersuaded to stand. There were over 200
signatures on the petition, but the result
of the poll was that Captain Gregory re-
ceived 148 votes from Broome, and at
Derby he did not receive one vote. At the
declaration of the poll Captain Gregory
said, “There are a lot of hypocrites in
Broome, and I am not too sure who they
are. There are quite a number in Derby,
too, and I know everv B—— one of them.”

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: That probably
gives you the answer to the guestion you
asked a minute ago.
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The Hon, H. C. STRICKLAND: One:
cannot be certain of any assessment in this.
game, T know. The Liberal Party expected
to win by 150 votes in the Derby box, yet.
it lost by six.

In 1950, which was many years later,.
Mr. Butcher opposed Mr. Wise in the Gas-
coyne electorate during the first year of
activity of the Liberal and Country League,
as it was known. The Liberal and Counfry
League formed a branch in Carnarvon.
and Mr. Bufcher was elected Presi-
dent. There were over 200 financial
members in the association. On polling
day 170-odd members voted at Carnarvon
and Mr. Butcher received 136 votes.

The Hon. F. D. Willmott: Somebody”
must have influenced them.

The Hon., H. C. STRICELAND: I am
just making the point that there is ho
purpose in presiding officers mixing the
votes together—no use at all, whether it
be 30 or 300 votes. Some people in the
area are still persecuted if their political
leanings are known, particularly by some
of the privaie banks.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: Rather than
deal in innuendoes, you should make your
accusations straightout.

The Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: I ask
the Minister to listen to me.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: I have been
listening for the past three-quarters of
an hour.

The Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: Of
course, we know the Minister would only
think one way. ¥e would not be allowed
to think another way, otherwise he would
not he a Minister.

The Hon, A. F. Griffith: You are think-
ing both ways.

The Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: I am
saying it is a fallacy to try to protect
people who really are cheats.

When Mr. Norton was elected to repre-
sent the Gascoyne elecferate in 1953, the
Shark Bay ballot box was counfed in the
courthouse at midday on the following
Sunday, and Mr. Norton had such a lead
over Mr, Butcher that the laiter needed
every vote in Shark Bay, if everyone had
voted, to retain the seat. I was present at
the count and said to Mr. Butecher, “What
do you think of it, Noel?” He said, “I give
it away, because I do not have a hope.”

The two Liberal candidates were Mr.
Iles and Mr. Ralph Illingsworth. They
were sitting rather dejectedly on stools in
the courthouse, becatse they had lost their
deposits. I said to Mr. Iles, “How many
votes do you think you might get out of
this box?” He replied, “Well, I went to
school with so-and-so; someone else prom-
ised me a vote; and I paid a scrutineer to
act for me.” I said, “I suppose you will
receive about half a dozen.” 1 asked Mr.
Illingsworth how many he expected and
he said he did not expeet any, because he
had not been in the aresa befaore.
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In fact, neither man received a vote.
A cheque had been sent to the serutineer,
but Mr. Iles had it stopped. Of course,
he had it stopped. The man had accepted
money and said he was going to support
Mr. Iles who subsequently found that he
did not have cne vote in the ballot box.

Those are the facts. What is the use
of a Dpresiding officer trying to shield
someone? Why should they not be ex-
posed?

The Hon. F, D. Willmott: This has
happened plenty of times befare,

The Hon. V. J. Ferry: Anyone can
change his mind.

The Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: I do not
think it is fair and right; in fact it is
not fair at all to shield them.

I conclude by saying that large num-
bers of aborigines are enrolled on both
the Commonwealth and State rolls. In
fact, many more are enrolled on the
Commonwealth rolls than the State rolls,
because the Commonwealth sehds men
around enrclling the aborigines. That is
wrong and in my opinion the Common-
wealth is making g mistake. These people
should never be on the roll, because they
come under the other category I men-
tioned.

There is one other section of the Act
which I would like to read. In fact, I
asked the presiding officer who was going
to enrol natives at Gogo Station to read
1i’t; I refer to section 184. It reads as fol-
OWS I —

Without limiting the effect of the
general words in the preceding section,
“undue influence” includes every inter-
ference or attempted interference with
the free exercise of the franchise of
any voter or with the free exercise by
a native of his choice whether or not
to enrol as an elector.

I am perfectly sure that the natives who
are enrolled, and certainly the great mai-
ority of natives who work on the stations,
have been rounded up and placed on the
roll. They have never attempted to exer-
cise their opinion, because they do not
know what “enrol” means. They would
not have the slightest idea and, in Iy
opinion many of the natives would come
within the ambit of that class. I support
the motion.
Sitting suspended from 6 tao 7.30 p.m.

THE HON. T. 0. PERRY (Lower Cen-
tral) [7.30 pm.l: Mr. Deputy President,
when the President cut me off as I was
about to speak before the tea suspension
I fear he may have thought the frown on
my face was caused by some ruling he had
given in this Chamber which had
caused me displeasure. ILet me assure
you, Sir, it was a frown of concentration.
I had intended to congratulate the Presi-
dent on his re-election, but as he is not in
the Chair I cannot do so. However, 1
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would lize to congratulate the new mem-
bers on their eleztion to this Parliament
and I hope their term of office will be a
very fruitful one for the provinces they
represent and for the State in general.

I would like to take this opportunity to
speak for a few minutes on the noxious
weed known as Cape tulip., I believe this
was introduced into Australia in about
1850, and into Western Australia probably
at a later date. It was first introduced as
a garden plant. This is evidenced by the
fact that it was first found around old
deserted homesteads and farming areas in
the great southern, York, Beverley, Nar-
tham, and Williams areas.

Today this weed has spread from Albany
to Geraldfon; and it has gone as far east
as Southern Cross. At one iime the ex-
perts from the Department of Agriculture
advocated cultivation and grubbing as a
means of eradicating this weed. In later
vears they advocated spraying Cape
tulip with power kerosene. With the in-
iroduction of hormone sprays, the depart-
ment advocated the use of Ester 2, 4=D.

A} that time, however, g great deal was
still not known of the life cycle of the
Cape tulip. Only recently has it been dis-
covered that it is essential to burn the
trash and the grass on the ground before
the rainsg fall in antumn and the early
winter months, as this ensures a high
germination of Cape tulip. Accordingly,
much of the effort and material used pre-
viously for the eradication of Cape tulip
was wasted, because in some seasons the
winter rains are late in breaking, and if
the ground temperature has fallen below a
certain level there is very poor germina-
tion. Accordingly the spraying of this
weed only affects the corms that have ger-
minated.

All through the years Cape tulip has
continued to spread throucgh our farming
areas; sometimes it has been spread by
stock, sometimes by hay and chaff which
has been cut or mown in the infected
areas, and very often it has been spread
by the graders and machinery used by the
shire councils for grading and construct-
ing roads. The task and expense of eradi-
cating Cape tulip from some of our farms
is beyond the financial resources of the
farmers invelved.

Those of us who are fortunate encugh
not to have Cape tulip on our properties
should share in the expense of eradicating
this noxious weed. Some shire councils—
certainly the Williams Shire Council—
aver the years advacated that a third of
the cost of eradication should be borne by
the Agriculture Protection Board, a third
by the loecal shire council, and a third by
the landholder.

If we take a long-range view of this
suggestion we will see it is a very Ifair
manner in which to approach the prob-
lem. Those of us who have properties en-
tirely free of Cape tulip may think we
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should not share in this expense; but our
neighbour’s problem today may become
our problem tomorrow, and the suggestion
that has been made seems a fair way of
sharing the cost of eradication.

I would now like to speak for a few
moments of the financial plight in which
many farmers in Western Australia find
themselves today, Mr. McNeill spoke of
the plight of the dairy farmer, particu-
larly those engaged in eream production.
Mr. Strickland referred to the Country
Party as a self-help party. I was very
Pleased to hear him speak in this manner,
because if the Country Party does not
help the farmer, I just do not know who
does. The honourable member, however,
spoke of the prosperity of the farmer as
though he were a wealthy member of the
community,

I would like to refer to an editorial which
appeared in The West Ausiralian of Mon-
day, the 22nd July, 1968, which was headed,
“Farmers in Trouble.” The article goes on
to speak of the trouble into which the
farmer has run as a result of rising costs
and falling prices for his commodity.

While the Federal Government’s tariff
policy may be justified in certain directions,
it certainly exaggerates the problem of the
farmer today, particularly when Ilarge
industries like the motor industry and
others can appeal for tariff protection.
This, of course, may be justified, but on the
other hand we have the arbitration
system—and God forbid that we should
ever destroy the arbitration system, be-
cause I do not know of a fairer way of
fixing wages; I would hate to see them
fixed by Act of Parliament—and when the
industrial unions appeal to the Industrial
Commision for margins above the basic
wage I imagine that the judge of the In-
dustrial Commission would consider the
ability of industry to pay.

While many of our large secondary in-
dustries were enjoying a certain degree of
prosperity, the Industrial Commission
would, T suppose, feel that the workers
were entitled to share in the prosperity
enjoyed by industry.

The farmer is, of course, sandwiched
between the two; he has no means of
passing on his costs. If we have a_policy
of protection for certain sections of the
community, and leave one section ocut in
the cold, it must suffer. That is what is
happening to the farmer today.

I would appeal to the Ministers and say
that when they discuss taxing measures
in Cabinet they should appreciate the faect
that the farming community has borne
about all it can stand. I refer particularly
to those engaged in the dairying industry,
the fruit industry, the meat industry, and
the wool industry; I do not know much
about the wheat industry, because I am
net a wheatgrower.

I would now like to turn to our native
problem. I feel that if our Native Welfare
Department is to achieve anything at all
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it must concentrate more on the children.
The handouts that are given to the adult
natives today are largely wasted. I refer
particularly to child endowment which
was originally introduced to help feed,
clothe, and eduecate the children. When
we realise, however, that a greater por-
tion of the child endowment which is
given to the natives finds its way into the
wine saloons and hotels, it surely defeats.
the object for which it was introduced.

Those who employed natives 30 and 40
years ago found them to be far more re-
liable than they are today. I have never
employed natives, but about 14 years ago
I was appointed by the Shire of West Ar-
thur to sit in the court with the magistrate
when natives applied for citizenship rights.
During that time about 20 natives applied
for citizenship rights. I never opposed one
application during the years I sat in that
court. I felt that the police and the native
welfare officers came in contaet with these
people more frequently than I did, and
they were in a far better position to judge
whether they should be given their citizen-
ship rights or not and, as a result, T always
accepted their recommendaticns.

1 was interested, however, as to what
happened to these natives once they had
gained their citizenship rights. In almost
every case they went downhill beeause they
had a more ready access to liquor. When
sitting with the magistrate one finds that
all the police charge sheets and records are
placed before one., Very few of these
natives had convietions for drunkenness or
disorderly behaviour prior to their being
granted citizenship rights, but within a few
years of receiving these rights they seemed
to be continually in trouble with the law.
I often wondered whether these people
really benefited from being granted citizen-
ship rights.

I feel the whole atmosphere of our
native reserves is not good for native
children. Last year it was my duty to
present the trophies at the Williams inter-
school sports. I was most intrigued with
the native children from the Wandering
mission. They seemed to have a very high
standard of hygiene, they were well be-
haved, well spoken, and they entered into
the sport with all the energy and enthusi-
asm in the world, much the same as our
own white children would. When they
were presented with their trophies they
showed even greater pleasure than our own
children did.

I wondered what happened to these chil-
dren when they finished at the mission,
so a week ago yesterday I called at the
Wandering mission, and the father in
charge told me this was one of their
greatest problems. - Upon leaving school
these children were very often not ac-
cepted by the white community. They had
received the benefit of education; they de-
sired a better life than was offered them;
and they had little option but to return
to the native mission.
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Father Tiernan spoke to me about the
"way the old men tried to break the spirit
of many of the young girls who washed
their own clothes and washed themselves
in an endeavour to keep themselves clean.
The older men of the tribe referred to these
girls as trying to live as a white person.
They would say, “You think you white
lady; vou white girl now.” They would try

to drag these girls down to the level of

life as lived on the native reserve.

Even if we have to use compulsion—
and this is an ugly word—we must try to
keep these young people away from the
influence of the native reserve until they
are 17 or 18 years of age. I think at 18
years of age they would be more settled.
If they could do some form of manual or
technical training they would be able to
take their place in the community and be
accepted.

Somebody became interested in one
child who lived at the native reserve at
Darkan and made arrangements for him
to be admitted to the boarding hostel
at Bunbury. He passed his Junior
examination at the Bunbury High School.
While at this school he was seen by one
of the scouts of a city football team who
noted his prowess as a footballer. Although
the teachers at the Bunbury High School
considered that this boy would have passed
the Leaving examination, the hoy. decided
to come to Perth and is now employed as
a cadet journalist with W.A. Newspapers
Ltd. and is playing in the thirds team of
one of the football clubs in Perth. This
boy has had an opportunity to make g
success of his life, but what is the position
in regard to his brothers, sisters, or
cousins? Nobody is interested in them, so
they go back to the reserve. What are
their future prospects in life?

1 think if the Government and the Na-
tive Welfare Deparitment placed more em-
phasis on helping the children instead of
the old natives who are quite content to
live on a reserve—they have no desire to
live in any other way—we would achieve
far greater success.

I have a personal problem and am de-
lighted to know the Lands Department
has appointed a liaison officer to whom
we can take our problems. I have not
yet had time to meet this gentleman (Mr.
Charman). I feel that some Government
departments need a shake-up. I have
a plan of the township of Darkan which I
think was surveyed after the turn of the
century. A common was surveyed just
south of the town. This was done so the
then road board could fence it and any-
body desiring to do so could pasture horses
or cattle on the common,

PFive or six years ago, as & shire coun-
cillor, I discussed with the Shire of West
Arthur the question of getting the com-
mon surveyed for the purpose of providing
building blocks, We approached the Lands
Department which had the common
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surveyed, but it did not release the blocks
for selection because there were a number
of other blocks in the town still not taken
up.

Many of our glder residents who had -
sons and daughters living in the area
wanted to retire to Darkan hut they could
not obtain suitable building blocks. There-
fore the Lands Department was asked to
release these blocks on the old common.
The department released half a dozen
blocks in a low-lying area in the new sub-
division. These blocks were auctioned in
the Collie courthouse-—40 miles away—and
hecause they were so low-lying and so wet
in the winter months, not one bid was
received for them, Sinee then, one block
has been faken up; and the other day a
local carrier, who was carting sand or
gravel for the building was bogged for 3%
hours.

I was dissatisfied with the blocks that
were thrown open, s0 last year I applied
for one that was no released. My applica-
tion was acknowledged by the Lands De-
partment which wrote to me a month later
stating the department was endeavouring
to ascertain whether Arthur Street, which
this block fronts, was constructed to a
suitable standard. To my knowledge
buildings were erected in Arthur Street 40
yvears ago and I wrote to the department
advising it there were five residences, two
State Housing Commission homes, and a
Catholic church fronting Arthur Street,
and that wag the only access.

The department contacted me later and
told me it had written to the Shire of
West Arthur to obtain further informa-
tionn. A month later I rang and asked the
department if it had this information
and was told the shire clerk had not re-
plied to the letter written to the shire. I
informed the Lands Department that al-
ready this year it had released six blocks
in Arthur Street, and a person in the de-
partment told me the department already
nad the information it required. So the
depariment wrote to the Shire of West
Arthur to obtain information it already
had! I said, “I suppose I will get a reply
to my request in a couple of weeks,” and
was told the matter would be referred to
the divisional surveyor at Bunbury, and
it could take & couple of months.

It was necessary for me to phone from
time to time, but I am now fortunate in
that my file has been marked "Urgeni.”
However, I applied for a block in 1967,
1968 is nearly gone, and still I have not
received an answer.

My son now owns the farm I had, which
is three miles out, and should he desire
me to move on, I have nowhere to go. But
I am fortunate in that my file is now
marked “Urgent.” How the poor unfor-
tunate individual whose file is not marked
"Urgent” will get on I do not know. I hope
something is done in this respect, and that
Mr. Charman will iron out these anomalies,
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It is fair enough that the Lands Depart-
ment should want ito make inquiries, but
these matters should not drag on year
after year.

In 1966 a man in Darkan applied for a
block in order to build a shed in which
to kKeep tools and other things. He lives
on a farm but he ran into financial diffi-
culties and it was necessary for him to
become a part-time huilder in order to
augment his income. He has received no
answer. I understand the reasonable-
" ness of the Lands Department making an
investigation before throwing land open
for selection but it should not take one,
two, and three years for a person to obtain
an answer. T suppori the motion,

THE  HON. F. R. H, LAVERY (South
Metropelitan) (7.55 pm.l: In addressing
myself to this motion I wish to join with
other members and congratulaie you, Sir.
I did this privately, so you know my feel-
ings. I would also wish both yourself and
Mrs, Diver many more years of good health.

I also join other members in welcoming
our new members to the House. Mr. Med-
calf is nao¢ present tonight, so he can read
that I wish him well. 1 was almost as
lucky as he when I was first selected to
stand for the seat of West Province.
Twenty two minutes before cleosing time
there was not a nominee in opposition, but
during that last 22 minutes along came Mr.
Solomon, a soliciter in Fremantle, and
there had to be an election. I congratulate
Mr. Medcalf in being fortunate enough to
enter this Chamber without the cost,
troubles, and worries of an election; and
I feel he will be a worthy successor to Sir
Keith Watson—and I told him so privately.

Mr. Claughton is one of the younger
men to join the House—I1 am on my way
out and he is on his way in—and I hope
the next 16 vears are as happy for him as
the last 16 years have been for me. I am
puttine in a good word for the next elee-
tion. Mr. Berry, another new member, re-
presents a district that is partially agri-
cultural, and is also & worn-out mining
area. Mr. Berry was well known to me in
the early days as a member of the Fre-
mantle road board, which is now the Shire
of Cockburn. When Mr. Berry was a board
member it was a problem whether one
could obtain $50 in order to do something,
and not $25.000, as is the case now. In
those days the members of roads boards
were men of great courage who set out
to try to do something for their districts
and I am sure Mr. Berry is recognised—
as we say in Spearwood—as one who knows
his onions. :

This brings me to the matter of retiring
members. In the first place, I would refer
to Mr. Robinson. As has been said before,
elections come and elections go, and so do
some members of Parliament. In a per-
sonal wey I am very concerned that it was
necessary for Mr. Heenan to leave this
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Chamber. This to me was a very sad
thing. I think I can conseientiously claim
to have known Mr. Heenan for something
like 40 vears; and I also claim—as would
every other member in this House—that
no man had a higher standard of ethics.

I am sure that in every debate recorded
in Hansard, in which Mr. Heenan took
part, it will be found that his remarks

- were always on a high level; whether he

was in favour of the proposition being put
forward or not, he always treated his op-
ponents with respect. .

I went on a canvassing tour with Mr.
Heenan just prior ta the last electicn and,
in view of the remarks made by Mr. Strick-
land, now is a good time for me to mention
this. With Mr, Heenan I travelled to Kal-
goorlie, Menzies, Leonora, Laverton, across
to Sandstone, and back to Wiluna, Meeka-
tharra, down to Cue, and then down to
Mt. Magnet. While canvassing on behalf
of Mr. Heenan we had with us, in the
car, some very intelligent people including
a well-known man (Mr. Spencer Compton},
cne of our early geologists and a man with
a great accumulation of knowledge of this
State. I found that wherever we went in
the mining areas there would be only about
20 or 25 citizens in the ftown; and it was
necessary to move ouf into the station
country. ’

Mr. Heenan had friends at ouite a num-
ber of the stations at which we called, Of
course, we all have personal friends in our .
electorates who do not vote for us, and
we met pecple whe had probably never
voted for Mr. Heenan before and did not
vote for him at the last election. But what
did strike me was the type of propaganda
which had been organised by the sup-
porters of Mr. Berry.

Mr. Berry, as I have just said, is well
known to me and I am positive that he
had nothing to do with this propaganda.
However, as you will remember, Mr.
President, when Mr. Heenan first became
a member of Parliament the boundaries
of his electorate extended from the
Esperance area up to Kalgoorlie, and out
along the trans.-line. As is also known,
almost without exception every five or six
years when a member's term has been
completed and he goes hefore the people
again, new boundaries have heen set. At
the last election Mr. Heenan's boundaries
were so changed that he moved right out
of Kalgoorlie altogether and his boundary
line commenced at a point a little south
of Menzies.

Because of that, those people who were
working on hehalf of the Liberal candi-~
date were able to use a situation which
suited them. They said that Mr. Heenan
was someone from Esperance who had just
moved to the district, whereas he had
actually represented this area for at least
six years. When it came to the Carnarvon
area. where Mr. Heenan was reasonably
well known as he had represented it for at
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least six years, the propaganda was much
the same, The Liberal organisers told the
people they did not want someone from
Esperance telling them how to grow
pananas. This, of course, was a very nice
piece of propaganda. Although it was
claimed that Mr. Heenan came from
Esperance, he had not represented that
area for some 15-odd years. So it would
seem that we of the Labor Party are
slipping behind because we win our seats
ethically, or we do not win them at all.

" Mr. Heenan would be very hurt if he
knew I was speakihg in his defence tonight.
I am speaking behind his back because he
is not even in Australia at the moment.
Another point about the election which
struck me was that a candidate is lucky
“if he is in a district when the Agent-
General is visiting the State, and when the
Agent-General is taken through that dis-
trict. The Agent-General (The Hon. G. P.
Wild) attended meetings and social gath-
erings arranged on his behalf at Leonora,
Laverton, and other places. The meetings
were, in fact, nothing more nor less than
political meetings. 1 say this with all
sineerity, because people from the district,
who had no political thoughts at all, were
quite open and told me that Mr. Heenan
should have visited the area while Mr. Wild
was there, because all the people from the
stations came in at that time.

That is all very well, but I want fo draw
attention to the fact that Mr, Berry was
a bit lucky in that his opponent was pro-
bably one of the most ethical men one could
ever meet. Somewhere along the line they
had to dig up a DL.P. candidate to help
Mr, Berry. I know that D.L.P. candidates
are very useful to the Liberal Party.

I felt T could not allow the Address-in-
Reply te pass without saying something on
behalf of Mr. Heenan, who is no longer in
this Chamber,

The Hon., L. A. Logan: According to
the paper, if the Prime Minister decides to
have a Federal election between now and
Christmas, the D.L.P, will be useful to the
Labor Party. '

The Hon. F. R, H. LAVERY: I think
that as far as the D.L.P. is concerned, the
Minister would know that everything I
have said is true. The move was hot suc-
cessful when they tried to use it in the
electorate where Mr. Dolan stood as a
candidate.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: What do you
mean, “They” tried to use it?”

The Hon, F. R, H. LAVERY; I will leave
it at that.

The Hon. A, F, Griffith: You had better.

The Hon. F. R. H. LAVERY: Having
made that complaint I would point out
that for 53 years I have been working on
behalf of candidates and this was the only
time in all those years that I could see
the writing on the wall in so far as Liberal
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propaganda against Mr. Heenan was con-
cerned. This was because of the pro-
paganda being used—that a man from
Esperance would represent the area if Mr.
Heenan were elected.

In the area of Exmouth which was new
to both candidates Mr. Heenan anhd Mr.
Berry both polled very well. I say again,
publicly—from my place in this Chamber
—that I am not connecting Mr. Berry
with this situation hecause I know he has
a high standard of ethics.

I have several matters to which I wish
to refer, but I will cut them as short as I
can. I am very concerned with some of
the things that have happened in my
electorate, and I think the Address-in-
Reply debate is the time to mention them.
It will be remembered that not many
moenths ago an inquiry was held through-
out Australia into waterside work. As a
consequence, a hew sctheme has been in-
troduced and to all intents and purposes,
so far as the authority at Fremantle is
concerned, this scheme is working fairly
well. I do not know that it is working so
well for some of the companies who are
now employing waterside workers.

1 refer to the containerisation system.
I think some companies have men stand-
ing idle doing nothing, whereas the ships
working under the Fremantle Harbour
Trust—or under the Fremantle Port
Authority—are short of labour. There is a
good relationship in Western Australla be-
tween waterside workers and the em-
ployers generally. However, I am perturbed
about some dissension on the waterfront
because the Fremantle Port Authority has
not provided depreciation funds for re-
placement of the plant used on the wharf,

Only a few weeks ago there was some
dissension on the wharf because of the
use of ohsolete plant. While T pay full
tribute to the Fremantle Port Authority
for the advance it has made in the lay-
out of the harbour, and its administra-
tion of the harbour—and on the amount
of money spent, south of Fremantle, in
Cockburn Sound—we must remember that
some bread-and-butter machinery has to
be used. That machinery has to be kept
in reasonable order.

I am referring to the towing vehicles
used for transferring goods from the ships
to the sheds, and from the sheds to other
transport. These vehicles are in very poor
mechanical condition, and I refar particu-
Jarly to a small group of vehicles. The
drivers were forced to stop work because
the vehicles were becoming unusable and
because drivers who refused to use them
were being intimidated or penalised by
foremen. and many men were sacked.
Many of these machines were built from
ex-Army carriers at the end of World War
II, and have had 18 years' continuous
service. Most of that service has heen
on three shifts—24 hours a day.
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It is felt that if the port authority had
followed normal depreciation practice it
would have more than enough money to
replace these machines. I think it can be
said that a farmer or a transport com-
pPany—or anybody using motor vehicles—
makes provisicn for a depreciation account,
If replacement is not necessary before 15
or 18 years, I am sure those people would
be very pleased. Apparently no money has
been diverted for this purpose by the port
authority and I am drawing attention to
the fact. Now that we are not a claimant
State a heavier load will fall on the Treas-
urer than in the past few years in the
allocation of funds to obtain the best pos-
sible results,

Of course, we cannot raise taxes every
five minutes as we used to do and thenr
blame the Grants Commission, because

now we have to stand on our own two

feet. I feel my asking for funds for the
purpose I have mentioned is something
Mr. Rudderham, the general manager,
would appreciate as much as anybody.
There is another problem attached to
these machines and I have been wonder-
ing how some authorities can get away
with this kind of thing when we are sup-
posed to be so0 enlightened.

These machines are licensed by the
traffic authorities but they are obviously
exempt from the provisions of the Traffic
Act. The machines have no lights, defec-
tive brakes, defeetive steering, and the
engines discharge very strong fumes. It is
felt by the men concerned that if the
machinery came under the Inspection of
Machinery Act, and if an inspector of
machinery exercised jurisdiction over
them, this would be of benefit to the men
who use the vehieles, and of great benefit
to the Fremantle Port Authority. If the
vehicles did come under the Inspection of
Machinery Act an inspector could exer-
cise his jurisdiction over them and the
maintenance would be of a higher order.
The authority has been starved for funds
in recent times so that a new jetty and a
new wharf could be built at Kwinana,
and some of the road paving on the wharf
is so bad that many of the machines are
dangerous to drive there.

While speaking of Fremantle and the
harbour, there is another matter to which
I wish to refer. .There is a great deal
of disquiet on the waterfront at the
moment because of rumours—and I do not
think they are without some substance—
that the Government intends to sell the
State ships. In this regard I want to issue
& warning to the Government to look very
carefully into the matter, because the peo-
ple who earn their living loading and
unloading, and working on these ships, are
concerned that 2 number of them will be
displaced.

Just as a matfer of interest, tomorrow
the Dongara will commence loading ce-
ment for a north-west port—I believe it
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is Barrow Island. However, that ship will
leave here 1,000 tons short of her full
load and 1,000 tons of cement will be
loaded onto a BP ship which is now at
Kwinana, Here we have 3 situation where
a State ship is loading a straight cargo
but it is to be loaded 1,000 tons short and
that tonnage will be carried by the ship
of a private company, one that has noth-
ing to do with our State. This means that
the State ship will be deprived of a certain
profit that it could have made had it been
fully loaded, and it is the sort of thing
that is going on all the time. I checked
this matter myself and what I have just
said is correct.

Why should a State ship be denied 1,000
tons of cargo—and it is the same sort of
cargo which it will have on board, and
it will commence loading tomorrow—and
that cargo be given to a combany ship—a
ship owned by BP.

The Hon. A, F. Griffith: What is the
cargo?

The Hon. . R. H.L LAVERY: It is ce-
ment. I know what I am saying to be
correct and I am prepared to repeat it
outside the Chamber.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: I take it the
BP ship would be going to Barrow Island
to load crude oil.

The Hon. F. R. H, LAVERY: I assume
that is so, but the Dongara also is going to
Barrow Island.

The Hon. A. P. Griffith: But not to load
crude oil,

The Hon. . R. H, LAVERY: No, it is a
State ship. Having made a comment in
regard to those two items, before I go on
with the major part of my speech I would
like to refer to a matter which Mr. Clive
Griffiths mentioned last night; namely,
high density housing.

The Hon. C, E. Griffiths: You agree with
me.

The Hon. F. R, H. LAVERY: T do. As
Mr. Ron Thompson will confirm, the Cock-
burn Shire asked hoth of us to discuss a
proposition with its officers and. as a result,
that shire has decided that high density
housing is something that it does not want
built in its distriect. This is a shire that
is pleased to have any type of business or
housing built in its area.

The Hon. R. Thompson: It is a very pro-
gressive shire.

The Hon. F. R. H. LAVERY: It is a shire

that makes every effort to keep in tune
with the pecple in its district. The staff,

including the outside workmen, are all
living in the district.
The Hon. C. BE. Griffiths: I am very

pleased indeed to hear that you agree with
my point of view.

The Hon. F, R. H. LAVERY: I am
pleased to agree with the honourable mem-
ber and I will tell him why. Last year Mrs.
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Hutchison and I—that is, my wife and I—
travelled through Ireland, Scotland, and
Germany, and we s5aw many high density
housing projects. While overseas we were
told by a doctor we met when visiting the
Ulster Parliament that if we intended to
build high density housing in a plage like
Australia we should ensure that it did not
exceed four storeys—that was the very
most. He also said that we should pro-
vide sufficient playgrounds for the children.

This doctor told us that the authorities
in Belfast were building 35-storied build-
ings on an area of land that would probably
suit a public office. He said, “All we are
doing is increasing the possibilities of
women becoming neurotic.”” Some of the
buildings were 25 storeys high, and others
went as high as 35 storeys. If a family were
living near the top of one of these buildings
the mother would look down and probably
see little Willie playing on a quarter of
an acre of grass with about 200 other
children. If anything happened to litfle
Willie, and he was knocked off his bicycle,
by the time the mother was able to take
the lift and get to the ground floor 11 or
12 minutes would have elapsed and little
Willie would be in hoespital.

While talking with this doctor about the
problem he said that children reared in
these high density projects did not have
sufficient playing areas. Becaise they were
locked up in flats, some of which might be
on the 35th floor, the children were ready
to tear the place apart, but when they did
go outside, the playgrounds were too
small to enable the children to have a
free rein. Flats of this type might be all
right for ‘g husband and wife who live
. alone, but where there is a family with
children they are totally inadequate. This
doector told us that if we had any say in
the matter we should d0 everything pos-
sible to prevent blocks of flats being higher
than four storeys. After seeing what hap-
pened at Medina—

The Hon. C. E, Griffiths: They are only
two storeys there.

The Hon, P. R. H. LAVERY: I do not
think the Housing Commission is very
satisfied with them. If its officers are, then
they do not show it.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: How high is the
Bentley flats project going to be?

The Hon. F. R. H. LAVERY: I would
not know exactly,

The Hon C. E, Griffiths: It will be 13
storeys high.

The Hon. F. R. H, LAVERY: I know a
number of the blocks will he quite high.
I would like to tell the Minister that I do
not need to be reminded that I do not
know everything. There are many things
I do not know; however, I do know that
he and his friends fought every inch of the
way to stop Mr. Graham from hbuilding a
bleck of flats in Subiaco.
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The Hon, A, F. Griffith: Wandana?

The Hon, F. R. H, LAVERY: Yes.
The Hon. A. F. Grifith: My word!

The Hon. F, R. H.  LAVERY: Arrange-
ments were made to fly the previous Min-
ister for Health, in the McLarty-Watts
Government (Dame Florence Cardell-
Oliver), to Canberra in an effort to stop
money being provided to enable the Labor
Minister for Housing (Mr. Graham) to
build those flats, because it was thought
Labor people would be saccommodated
there and they would vote out the then
member for Subiaco.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: That was not
the reason,

The Hon. F, R. H. LAVERY: I do not
suppose there are fwo Labor voters in the
whole building now.

The Hon. A, F, Griffith: That’s too bad,
but that was not the reason and you know
it.

The Hon. F. R. H. LAVERY: I will tell
the Minister something else. Because of
disloyalty to the then Minister for Hous-
ing (Mr, Graham), a piece of land on the
south side of Coomoora Road, in Mount
Pleasant, on which he intended to build
1,200 fiats, was made available for indivi-
dual houses.

The Hon. C. E. Griffiths: Hear, hear!

The Hon. F, R. H. LAVERY: When in-
formation about the project was obtained
through the State Housing Commission the
then Minister said, '“All right. If you
want to have rats in my office then you
can have them. I will make the land
available for individual houses”; whieh
he did. I want to tell the Minister for
Mines that I, too, know a little about what
goes on in the Housing Commission—I
know, just as the Minister knows.

The Hen. R. Thompson: Probably more.

The Hon. F. R. H, LAVERY: I probably
would, too.

The Hon. A, F. Griffith: Maybe now, but
you would not at that time.

The Hon. F, R. H. LAVERY: At that
time, yes.

While speaking on the subject of hous-
ing, let me say how concerned I am about
the new residential area near the Kwinana
townsite, Medina was the first suburb to
be built, and then followed Calista, and
now there is to be another one known as
Orelia. As regards the development of
Orelia I am concerned about what is to
happen to the blocks of land in the area.
I am not objecting to the private enter-
prise development that occurred at Calista,
but I was wondering whether a certain
number of blocks would be made available
for purchase by individual citizens, either
at suction, by private treaty, or by way
of application, with the other blocks heihg
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developed by private enterprise, as hap-
pened at Calista, and sold to people who
could afford the higher costs involved in
the purchase of houses of that type.

I do not think there is anything wrong
with that but at the moment I cannot find
out what is going to happen at Orelia—

whether the whole of the area will be given,

to private enterprise to develop, or whether
we are going to have something similar to
what the Minister in charge of the House
is proud to refer to—that is, in addition
to the private enterprise development, such
as I have mentioned, individual people
will be able to buy their own blocks of
land and build the type of house they want
on those blocks.

The Hon, A, F. Griffith: I tried that by
making each alternative block available for
private sale, but I could not get any takers.

The Hon. P. R. H. LAVERY: I agree that
was so at the time the Minister was Min-
ister for Heusing, because there was very
little money about then. A man who is
on $50 or $55 a week, and who has a
family to keep, can afford & house that
will cost him no more than $8,000 or
$10,000, However, there are many people
who would like to buy a block of land in
the area about which I am speaking and
who would be able to afford $15,000 or
$16,000 to build a home. They are peaple
who are getiing more than $50 a week
and I believe they should be able to pur-
chase their own blocks and build the type
of house they want.

I have visited this new area of Orelia
and instead of having septic systems, such
as were provided at Medina, workmen have
already started to install the sewerage.
Having seen that, I asked some questions
in the House a couple of days ago and
from the answers I received I find that a
sewerage system is to be built in the ares
along McLaughlan Road, between Hope
Valley Road, and Thomas Road, eastwards
of Medina, approximately some two miles.

The proposed sewerage plant will take
the sewage from Orelia. The answers to
my questions indicated that the area in-
volved was approximately 90 acres, and
that the sludge from the new towns in the
EKwinana area would be treated. That
would mean almost any quantity, hecause
there are four new suburbs which have
been planned by Miss Feilman, the town
planner, to cater for 25,000 people. We are
very lucky that we have a planner such as
Miss Feilman in Western Australia.

I am not concerned with the installation
of the sewerage plant at this loeality to
handle the sewage from the new suburbs,
but I am concerned with the sewage from
the whole area. In answer to another
query in respect of sewerage in this area
we were told that it was possible to use
only Point Peron; it was said that was
the only economic area, and the only pos-
sible place from an engineering point of
view to establish a sewerage plant.
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The Hon. A. F. Griffith: That is not
quite correct. It was not the only area,
but it was the most practical and the most
economical way to treat the sewage.

The Hon. F. R. H. LAVERY: I accept
what the Minister has just said. I intend
to speak at length on this matter. I am
puzzled as to how the Government found
it convenient to build a sewerage plant on
the eastern side of Medina, and also found
it very convenient to build one on the
western side of one of the few recrea-
tional areas that is left in the industrial
complex at Rockingham.

I have some decuments before me from
which I wish to quote. Firstly, I refer to
the 1058 report of the National Fitness
Council, which was the first year of its
operation. The reports from 1858 to 1966
show the advance that has been made in
the Point Peron area for recreational pur-
poses, Then out of the blue it was de-
cided that this area would be used for
industrial purposes, and plans were made
to join Garden Island to the mainland by
a roadway. The purpose of that is to en-
able B.H.P. to obtain limesand by road in-
stead of by lighter. There was quite a stir
when that was proposed in Decemhber or
January Iast; but subsequently the Gov-
ernment seemed o quieten the proposals.

I will not let the matter rest, in view
of the fact that this area of land was
handed over to the National Pitness Coun-
cil for use by all the organisations in Wes-
tern Australia which are mentioned in its
objectives. When the Government pro-
posed to install a sewerage plant on the
eastern side of this very fine educational
set-up, which c¢ost in the vicinity of
£350,000, it was time people looked into
the matter. At the time I approached the -
National Fitness Council and was foriu-
nate enough to obtain all of its reporis,
with the exception of those for two years.

Firstly I refer to the 1958 report, In
order to illustrate the original set-up of
this council. On page 8 the following ap-
pears:—

GREATER PERON )
DEVELOFMENT COMMITTEE

‘This new Committee of the Couneil
which faces one of the biggest jobhs
which any Sub-committee has yet had
to tackle has made considerable pro-
gress since its formation in the
middle of the year when it took over
the early developmental plans pre-
viously handled by a Sub-committee of
the Camps and Hostels.

Its object in seeing to the early de-
velopment of this well situated 395
acres of valuable beach land for the
purpose of Community recreation
covers a sufficiently wide field of
organisation to ensure a participation
in these privileges by a wide Com-
munity cross section. It caters for
Youth groups affiliated with the
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National Fitness Council; for Sport-
ing bodies associated with the Coun-
cil through the A.S.C.; and for adult
groups—incorporated bodies and asso-
ciations whose aim in seeking tenancy
envisaged family and child welfare,
particularly in the field of Health and
recreation and more particularly for
those family units in the lower income
brackets.

Both the overall lease of the land
and the detailed conditions under
which the Sub-lessees are given
tenancy have been carefully examined
by the State Crown Law Department.

The membership of the Greater
Peron Development Committee con-
sists of the following:—

5 members of the National Fit-
ness Council.

3 representatives of the sub-
lessees.

1 representative of the Recking-
ham Road Board, and

1 representative of the Public
Health Department.

The Toewn Planning Board and, of
course, ' Crown Law have ex-officio
Places, and since formation one re-
presentative from the Forestry De-
partment, one from the Tree Lovers’
Society and another member of the
Rockingham Road Board have been
co-opted.

12 leases have already been granted
and the Committee is not approving
any further leases until the Town
Planning Board’s new master plan of
the area is available,

Building regulations for the sub-
lessees have been formulated in co-
operation with the Town Planning
Board, the Rockingham Road Board
and the Public Health Department to
fit in with the new scheme.

Conditions have been laid down for
six classes of development—

(1) Self contained holiday
homes. :

(2) Chalets and community
buildings,

(3) Dormitories and community
buildings.

(4) Hostels.

{6y Formal Caravan Parks.

(6} Informal Caravan and camp-
ing areas.

One factor which has been of great
assistance to many of the groups
which have been granted leases has
been the decision of the State Hous-
ing Commission to hand over the allo-
cation of hutments and cottages no
longer used at Allawah Grove, Wood-
man's Point and Wembley to the
Counci! Committee. This has meant
a great deal of extra work for the
Camps’ Officer, Mr. W, K. Q'Dwyer,

but has been well worthwhile in the
savings it has meant for the groups.
142 of these buildings have been allo-
cated at a very small cost and over
half of them have been given to the
lessees on the Point Peron area.
Other groups who have henefited are
Mission Schools, Scouts, Guides and
Parents and Citizens’ Associations.

At the moment the work of the
Committee is firmly based and its
policy well defined although it is re-
luctant and unable to do much more
until certain matters have heen clari-
fied with the Cabinet. The Govern-
ment has seen fit to suggest certain
regulations and restrictions in the
Developmental plan and the Commit-
tee is awaiting a further meeting with
the Minister before the Cabinet can
re-consider the matter and develop-
ment continues on mutually accept-
able lines.

Throughout the whole existence of
this Committee and indeed for some
years before it, the Town Planning
Board provided hbasic information
advice and assistance which made the
huge task possible. The Committee’s
indebtedness to this Board is publicly
acknowledged.

The 1958 report pointed out that a plan
was being prepared; and in the report of
1960, which I have before me, the actual
plan is shown., The following appesrs
in the 1960 report in regard to the usage
of this area:—

Civil Service Association; Police
Union; PFederation of W.A. Police and
Citizens’ Youth Clubs; Nature strip;
recreation area—two ovals proposed;
Car Parks; Caravans; Young Christian
Workers; Church of England Boys'
Society and Perth Rotary; Education
Department; National Fitness Council;
Camping areas; Car Park; Camping
area; Hostel; Methodist Young
People's Department; Association of
Apex Clubs; Postal Institute; L. & S.
Recreation Centre; Waterside
Workers' Federation; Seamen’s Union;
Car Park; Recreation—proposed 9
hole golf course; Land suggested for
further sub-leases.

Even before 1958 this area had been
planned for use by the public for recrea-
tional purpoeses. On page 8 of the 1860
report the following appears:—

GREATER PERON DEVELOPMENT
COMMITTEE

During 1959, its second year of
working, this committee has shown its
capacity by the efficient manner in
which it has brought to realisation a
project of such magnitude. It is in-
debted to the sympathetie support of
the Government and several com-
munity groups whose help overcame
many obstacles.
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of valuable beach land it has ensured
an equitable distribution on lease, to
yvouth, adult, sporting, and allied
groups concerned with community
recreation and family and child wel-
fare, and channelled each individual
group’s development and usage so that
a uniform system designed to give the
most good to the most people operates.
The rule of no individual ownership
or proprietary rights make certain
that the scheme is a fully co-operative
and community one.

The committee has been enlarged
to include representatives of the sub-
lessees who together with National
Fitness Couneillors, Rockingham
Roead Board, the Town Planning Com-~
mission, Public Health Department,
Forestry Department and allied instru-
mentalities, share the responsibilities
of this ambitious projeet.

Altogether up to that point of .time g total
of £28,000 had been spent in developing
the area.

In 1963 a change of policy took place.
I quote from the report of that yecar. On
page 7 the following appears.—

When the lease of the Point Peron
area was granted to the National Fit-
ness Council of W.A, in June, 1958,
the development of the area under the
terms of the National Fitness Act was
entrusted to the Camps and Hostels
Committee of the Council, but with
the growth of the scheme the Greater
Peron Development Committee was set
up to carry out the project under the
direction and control of the Council.
This new Committee consists of Coun-
c¢il members, Government Department
representatives in Lands, Health, and
Forestry, Town Planning Department
members, Rockingham Shire Council
delegates and elected representatives
of the sub-leasing organisations.

At first it was felt desirable to have
the various youth groups establish sea-
side camps on the peninsula and sub-
leases were offered to all church young
people’s departments and youth organ-
isations. However, It was soon realised
that the meagre finances of the groups
to whom sub-leases were offered would
not permit any worthwhile develop-
ment of this holiday campsite,

Accordingly it was decided to offer
sub-leases to any incorporated organ-
isations whose aims and objects quali-
fied them under the National Pitness
Act for the benefit of child, youth and
family welfare.

‘Since this change of policy was
agreed to by the Couneil 22 organisa-
tions have been granted sub-leases of
areas of various sizes and a further
six applications are under considera-
tion.
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All the organisations developing the
area are doing so in the manner
agreed to by the Development Com-
mittee so that the buildings, facilities,
and improvements on their areas are
the properties of the organisations and
no individuals have either ownership
or prior rights of use or tenancy. By
this means the Committee is assured
that full benefits are available to as
many children, youths and families of
the organisations concerned by the
rostering of use among their many
members.

National Fitness Council field officers
estimate that during 1963 & number in
excess of 13,000 enjoyed a recreational
holiday on the leased land (this fisure
does not include the youth campers at
the Council’s National Fitness Camp at
Point Peron).

An authoritative survey has shown
that the 22 groups holding leases have
already expended £255,000 on their
areas. The huge amount expended in
voluntary labour is of course unassess-
able. These 22 groups have shown
as anticipated and indicated future
spending a total of £185,000.

That again indicates that this area was at
that time regarded as a recreational area
for the use of the people. It is interesting
to note that in 1964 the Commonwealth
Government, which then actually owned
this land, was in the process of negotiating
with the State Government for the hand-
ing over of the land wholly and solely for
community purposes. The transfer was
commenced in 1964,

In 1965 some correspondence took place
between the State and the Federal Gov-
ernments. The Federal Government was
making this land available at almost a
peppercorn price provided it remained for
the use of the people as a recreational
area.

The bombshell fell in 1966. I have here
a plan of the area and it indicates the
part which was up to that time available
for recreational purposes. A report was
published in 1966 and this showed the area
which would be required for roadways to
Garden TIsland and for the Department of
Industrial Development, the Water Supply
Department, and so on. The organisations
using this ground at the time were—

Anglican Church—On behalf of
CEBS.

Catholic Church—For Y.C.W. Youth
Movement.

Methodist Mission.

Methodist Young People’s Department.

Baptist Union,

Churches of Christ.

Apostolic Chureh.

Apex—For Civilian Widows and
Pamilies.

Postal Institute—Workers.

Seamen’s Union of Australia.

Waterside Workers' Federation.
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Swan Brewery Employees.

Police Union.

Royval Perth Hospital Engineers,

Boans Sporting & Social Club.

Lands & Survey Recreation Centre.

Australian Broadcasting Commission
Social Club.

East Perth Football Social Club.

East Fremantle Football Social Club.

Federation of Police & Citizens’ Youth
Clubs.

War-Blinded Ex-Servicemen.

Sister Kate's Home for Natives.

Caledonian Pipe Band.

Guild of Undergraduates.

Point Peron Aquatic Youth & Family
Association.

Air Porce Association.

Architectural Students’ Association.

In addition, of course, there was the
Crippled Children’s Society, which has
been there for some considerable time.

Overnight the Town Planning Depart-
ment approved the plan I have here. It was
overnight as far as the public was con-
cerned, but negotiations had been under
consideration for some considerable time;
and it was discovered that 200-odd acres
were t0 be taken from the 355 acres to
build roadways, etc. All the camps must
g0. In addition e sewerage plant is to
be established alongside the Education
Department’s big endowment centre which,
as I have said, was built at a cost of
$600,000. Out of the blue, on the 5th
December, 1967, this information became
public news, and I have here a series of
newspaper cuttings, two at least of which I
wish to read. I have also a copy of a cutting
from the Daily News of the 13th December,
and this concerns the transfer of the area
from the Federal Government to the State
Government.

Many people are concerned about this
matter. A number of them who do not
belong to my political faith approached
me and asked me what I could do to give
some publicity to the matter. Actually
this area is just outside my province, it
being in the district of Mr. Rushton,
M.L.A.

In the course of our inquiries, we found
that in fact the Premier had received
a deputation from the National Fitness
Council and its committees and sub-com-
mittees in regard to what was happening
at Point Peron, and portion of the report
of this deputation I shall read. Three
letters are involved and I shall read the
portions of them which cover what I am
trying to convey. The following is the pro-
posal placed before the Premier (Mr,
Brand) when the deputation met him:—

The National Fitness Council and in
particular its sub-committee, the
Greater Peron Development Com-
mittee, has been extremely concerned
in recent times with rumoured pro-
pesals as to the future of the Point
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Peron Peninsula, and we have asked
you to receive this deputation in order
that we may put before you, as the
head of the Government, a number of
facts and the opinions of the Council
and the Committee which asrise from
these facts. You are already aware
that other Government Depariments
are invelved and in consequence you
have been asked to receive the deputa-
tion and may we express our thanks
to you for assenting to receive it.

You will remember receiving in
April and June last—

That was in 1967. To continue—

—two letfers from the representatives
of the counecil authaorised to sign them
in reference to the uncertainty which
prevailed because of the lack of fac-
tual information with regard to any
proposals which were comtemplated
by the Government. On behalf of the
National Fitness Council, al! of us wish
to remind you that in these letters we
reiterated that the Counci]l does not
object {0 use being made of portion of
EHE Pt. Peron reserve for purposes that
could be regarded as essential to the
State's development. These views
were based on a plan which was pre-
pared by the Town Planning Depart-
ment under date 12th December,
1966—

That was the plan I just showed to mem-
bers. Continuing—

—angd which was understood to dis-
close the reguirements, or possible
requirements of the Government in
respect of the suggested work at Gar-
den Island. A copy of that plan is
now handed to you from which you
will see a very substantial portion of
the Pt. Peron reserve was to be re-
tained unchanged for the purposes of
the National Fitness Council as is
clearly set out on the plan itself.

More recently however, we have been
informed through the Hon. the Minis-
ter for Education, that there are pro-
posals for the use of a substantial
portion of the remaining areas shown
on the plan for the purposes of a sew-
erage treatment plant and the outfall
therefrom. It is mainly in objection
to this proposal that we now submit
our case to you. You are, of course,
aware that a very considerable reduc-
tion was made by the Commonwealth
when it sold the land to the State in
1963 or 1964, That reduction amount-
ed to approximately $200,000. in
order that you may be aware of the
understandings which the National
Fitness Council had of that transac-
tion we would refer you to a letter
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from the Prime Minister’s Department
to yourself dated 9th January, 1964,
reading in part as follows:—

Prime Minister,

CANBERRA,

9th January, 1964.

Dear Mr. Brand,

On 26th June, 1963, Mr, Nalder,
as acting Premier, wrote to the
Acting Prime Minister offering a
price of $30,460 for an area of
land consisting of approximiately
400 acres at Pt. Peron which has
become surplus fo Commonwealth
requirements.

My colleague, the Minister for
the Interier, has now approved of
the property being transferred to
the State of Western Australia—

I ask members to remember the next few
words, which read—

—subject to the existing leases
and subject also to the future use
of the area being restricted to “a
reserve for recreation and/or park
land"”, in consideration of a cash
payment of £30,460 by the State.
If the State is prepared to accept
the property on this basis, the de-
tails could be finalised between
the Chief Property Officer in Perth
and your Under Secretary for
Lands.
Yours sincerely,

(Signed) J. G. Gorton
for Prime Minister.

It will be clear to you from a perusal
of this letter that the land was sold
as a reserve for recreation and/or park
land and for thet reason a reduction
in price took place.

Prior to that letter coming from the
Prime Minister considerable negotia-
tions had, of course, taken place, and
on the 8th October, 1363 the Under
Secretary for Lands wrote to his Hon.
Minister as follows:—

The proposal submitted to the
Commonwealth Government is
that the State acquire the whole
of the Pt. Peron area available
for transfer to the State for re-
creation as of "A” Class far "Re-
creation’, and the price offered by
the State. viz. £26.500 for the land,
was fixed accordingly. In addi-
tion the State has offered to ae-
quire certain buildings valued at
£3,680 making a total considera-
tion of £30,460.

The letter goes on to say—

the National Fitness Council has
spent large sums on its Greater
Peron Developmenf Scheme and if
the area is acquired by the State
there is no doubt that it will con-
tinue to be used by the National

Fitness Council in accordance with
an overall plan already prepared
by the council.

On the following day, 9th October,
1963, the Hon. the Minister for Lands
wrote to you stating inter alia'—

The proposal is for the transfer
to the State for reereation as of
“A'" Class for recreation.

In that letter the Minister repeated
the reference to the expenditure by
the National Fitness Council.

On the 31st October, the Hon. the
Minister for Lands wrote again to you
on the subject referring, it appears, to
a proposal by the Rockingham Shire
Council—

I think the following is the nigger in the
woodpile :—

—that some of the land should be used
for sub-division, We quote from that -
letter:—

The position here is that if the
State’s proposals are approved by
the Commonwealth it would not
be possible to permit any of the
subject land to be made available
as requested by the Shire of Rock-
ingham, viz. sub-division of any
part of the area. The land will be
“A” Class for recreation and as
such the price paid by the State,
of course, is relatively low.

T say full marks to the Minister for Lands.
To continue—

We desire to stress two points from
these letters:—

(1} That the land will be an “A"
Class reserve,

(2) That the land is to continue
to be used by the National
Fitness Council in accordance
with overall plan already pre-
pared by that council.

In very recent times only, has the
council discovered that the land has
not been made an “A'" Class reserve
but is understood to be a reserve of
Class “C"”, the purpose of which can
be changed at any time by depart-
mental action.

I ask members: Where do we go from
there? The Commonwealth Government,
over the signature of Mr. Gorton, made the
land available as ‘“A’-class; the Minister
for Lands (Mr. Bovell) pointed out to the
Premier that it must be '""A™-class; yet we
find when the land was finally taken over
by the State that it was marked “C”-
c¢lass. I continue—

May we with great respect submit to
vou that this is regarded by the Na-
tional PFitness Council as such a de-
parture from the clear terms of the
Minister for Lands’ communication
and the intention of the Common-
wealth in regard thereto, that we are
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amazed not only that it has been done,
but also that the council received no
official information on the subject,

Again with great respect we would
point out to you that when it was
understood from the correspondence in
guestion, that it was to be an “A”
Class reserve, it was clear to the re-
sponsible officers of the National Fit-
ness Council that there could be no
change of purposes withoui the assent
of Parliament. As a "C” Class reserve
that is entirely unnecessary.

We would like agein to refer to
the communication to you from the
Prime Minister of the 9th January,
1964, from which you will see that
the sale was made to the State in
accordance with that letter, subject to
the existing leases and subject also to
the future use of the land being re-
stricted to a “reserve for recreation
and/or park land,” and stated that if
the Sfate is prepared to accept the
property on this basis the details were
to be finalised by the Common-
wealﬁh’s Chief Property Officer in
Perth.

Subsequently, after much negotia- .

tion is was proposed that a new lease
of the land should be granted by the
State to the Minister for Education
in whom, of course, the original lease
from the Commonwealth is vested.
This new lease was prepared and sub-
mitted to the Minister and the Coun-
cil. On account of the extraordinary
restrictive conditions which it con-
tained it was never executed by the
Minister.

Mr. Lewis, foo, must have seen a nigger
in the woodpile. T¢ continue—

In consequence at the present time
the Hon. the Minister for Eduecation
continues to hold the land under the
original lease from the Commonwealth
which expires in October, 1972. This is
confirmed by a communication dated
the 30th November, 1966, (a very long
time after the proposed lease had
been rejected) from the Minister for
Lands to the Minister for Education
in which the former stated:—

“In the circumstances no doubt
you still agree that as the various
organisations have security of
tenure under existing Common-
wealth leases until 1972 it would
be preferable to allow the
arrangements fo continue as they
are.”

The idea of the purchase of the land
by the State can, we think, be truth-
fully said to have originated from the
National Fithess Council, in the belief
that control by the State would be of
much greater advantage to the
National Fitness Council ang its

activities in relation to its develop-
ment of Pt. Peron than a continua-
tion of Commonwealth ownership
could be, Unfortunately that does not
appear to have been the position, for
had the land been left in Common-
wealth ownership the National Pit-
ness Council would have security of
tenure until 1993, Our reason for
this last statement is that in 1960
negotiations had been completed with
the Commonwealth for an extension
of the 1972 lease for 21 years in order
to give security of tenure for groups
who had spent so much in the com-
munity recreation scheme and to en-
courage more capital expenditure for
better buildings and facilities.

The Chief Property Officer of the
Commonwealth was requested to pre-
pare the necessary documents for such
a lease and the council is therefore
of the opinion that it can claim &
moral right to the benefit of that
arrangement especially as the
numerous sub-lease holders were in-
formed at that time of the prospec-
tive extension of the lease to 1993,

In order that you may have some
¢learer idea of the development that
has taken place at Pt. Peron, under the
control of the National Fitness Coun-
cil and its sub-commitiee, we would
like to leave with you

(a) a number of photographs
showing the type of buildings
that have been erected there
bydt.he numerous sub-lessees
an

(h) a statistical list showing the
voluntary work that has been
done and the expenditure of
capital in relation to these
premises and also showing
the vast number of persons
that in the course of a year
make use of the premises and
the advantages to be derived
from the beaches and other
delightful amenities which
exist on the Pt. Peron area.

It will be noted that among the list
of those who have been granted sub-
leases by the National Fitness Council,
there appear such names as, Swan
Brewery, East Fremantle Footbhall
Social Club and Royal Perth Hospital
Engineers. We wouyld ask you, Mr.
Premier, hot to irnagine that it is only
for the henefit of these particular
bodies which you might consider not
deserving such consideration as we
ask, but for the benefit of their
numercus employees and the hundreds
of children belonging to their families
and that the sub-leases granted to the
bodies concerned were only for the
purposes of ensuring that there was
some legal entity to which the counecil
might have recourse if necessary. It
is only for the benefit of these families
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and youngsters that the National Fit-
ness Council is concerned in these
matters at all. When you take the
opportunity of studying the statistics
and realising the thousands of persons
who derive benefit from the Pt. Peron
area during each year, this deputation
is sure that you will realise why it asks
you to give the most careful considera-
tion to the requests that it will make
at the end of this deputation.

We do want you to realise the very
great concern that is felt by these
organisations on behalf of their fami-
lies and young people generally at the
suggestion that this area should be de-
voted to some purposes which would
make it hardly suitable for any con-
tinuance of the activities mentioned.
Nor is there, as far as the council ¢an
ascertain, any suitable area in any
way resembling Pt. Peron to he found
at any reasonable reach of the City
of Perth. Therefore unless the pro-
posals as we now understand them
are reconsidered the whole of the pro-
ject and the benefits which have been
derived by so many thousands of
people fherefrom will not only be lost
but will become the subject of much
bitter public resentment.

We are quite unable to believe that
the use of any greater portion of the
Pt. Peron area than that shown in
the plan of December 12th, 1986 is
necessary for the development of
whatever activities can be contem-
plated in the area in the vicinity
of Garden Island.

I interpolate at this point to say that the
people who placed the matter which has
been coutlined here before the Premier
were not objecting to plans for the roads
to be joined, or whatever else the Depari-
ment of Industrial Development required
in the area; they were fighting particularly

against the

instaltation of a sewerage

system in the area and against the future
possibility of having to shift out com-
pletely, as I will show through reading
another letter shortly. To continue—

Wae reiterate that so fer as the pro-
posals contained in that plan are con-
cerned we would have offered no
abjection., Bui if the sub-lessees (at
the termination of the existing lease
in 1972 ar at any other time in the
near future) are to be placed in the
position where they will have to
vacate this area the statistics pre-
sented to you a moment ago must
provide a strong argument for further
consideration of any contemplated
proposals for they disclose the ex-
penditure of half to three quarters of
a million dollars in cash to which
must be added the value of the very
great voluntary labour alse shown in
the statistics. Surely the State in the
event of evacuation will have to give

consideration to substantial compensa-
tion which in the absence of a readily
accessible and suitable alternative area
would be a very substantial sum.
Quite apart from this, the Minister
for Education has indicated to us as
his opinion, the consent of the Com-
monwealth would have to be obtained.
The council has never had the oppor-
funity of seeing any actual contract of
sale between the Commonwealth and
the State, and is not able to suggest
whether the consent of the Common-
wealth would enfail any financial ex-
penditure due to the purpose of the
area being changed contrary to the
intention of the Commonwealih when
it made the sale at so low a figure.

In addition to the amounts ment-
tioned as being expended by sub-
lessees, the Government itself, has ex-
pranded funds of hetween one guarter
and one haif million dollars through
the Education Department and the
National Fithess Counecil resulting in
an Education Department Camp
School and a youth camp which are
regarded as outstanding examples of
their kind. Looked at overall there is
no doubt that the project is on the
way to being an outstanding success
and unique in Australia. Members of
State Governments, the Common-
wealth Director General of Health and
other Federal officers who have in-
spected the scheme concur not only in
regard to the Education Department’s
own premises but in regard to the
overall scheme.

Having e¢xplained to you as shortly
as possible circumstances which have
given rise to this deputation and the
facts which the council and its sub-
committee bhelieve are deserving of
very careful consideration, it is now
necessary to submit our requests:—

(1) That the area be gazetted as
"“A” (Class reserve in accord-
ance with the arrangements
clearly set out in the corres-
pondence gquoted earlier in
this submission.

(2) That the area of the penin-
sula, shown on the plan given
of 12/12/66 and not shaded
pale green hbe vested in the
Minister for Education under
two headings:—

A. The srea of the Educa-
tion Department Camp
School on behalf of the
Education Department.

B. The balance of the
area ¢n behalf of the
National Pitness Coun-
cil of which the Hon.
Minister for Education
is net only Minister but
Statutory Chairman,
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{3) That steps be taken to can-
cel the “freezing” order which
it is maintained has been
placed on all the area by the
Metropolitan Region Plan-
ning Authority. In explana-
tion of his request it is under-
stood that using powers under
the Town and Regional
Planning legislation the
Metropolitan Region Plan-
ning Authority has taken
action which *“freezes” any
further development in the
area. If this state of affairs
were {o continue in the light
of our previous request being
agreed to, then the Minister
ahd the council would be pre-
vented from any further
development on the restricted
area which would thus be
vested in the Minister.

There is quite a lot more from the deputa-
tion but I wish principally to refer to the
final paragraph which reads as follows:—

The deputation is of opinion that it
cannot much longer refrain from tell-
ing the representatives of these sub-
lessees all the circumstances which
have given rise to this deputation. We
are stating this fact so that you will
understand that within a week or two
it will be necessary for representatives
of the sub-committee to meet these
people and inform them, at least to
some extent, of the subject matter of
this deputation.

Mr. President, in one respect I am sorry
to have taken the time of the House in
reading this document; in another respect,
I am not sorry, because it is necessary to
point out the answers which were given to
the deputation and which were published in
The West Australien on the 5th Decem-
ber, 1967. The Premier said, and his own
words are included in the following news-
paper extract:—

At the government’s request, the
Metropolitan Water Board had re-
appraised the sewerage-works pro-
posal, but had reaffirmed its favourable
recommendation of the Point Peron
site.

“All our advice is that the govern-
ment could not justify another site
because the cost would be much
greater and the works would not be
as efficient."

Later on the article reads—

The deputation said there was no
other suitable area comparable to
Porixgt Peron within reasonable reach of
Perth.

On top of that, I refer fo the guestion X
asked yesterday. The Government now
intends to install a sewerage plant and
station less than two miles east of Medina.
I think of it as the "“Medina townsite,”
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but I was told last year it is the Kwinana
townsite; there is, in fact, no Medina
townsite.

If it is possible to install a sewerage
station in the proposed area—that is, at
least 3% miles from the coast—why did
the Premier have to tell the pecple that
the Point Peron area was the only place
where a plant eould be economically in-
stalled? I do give the Premier credit for
the fact that he was not biased by con-
siderations made by the senior officers in
thie Water Supply Department. I must re-
peat his own words, as reported by the
newspaper, which were—

The deputation said there wes no
other suitable area comparable to
Point Peron within reasonable reach
of Perth.

The pecple will have & sewerage station
built right alongside & very valuable
Education Department building. Almost
$1,000,000 has been spent in the area, The
Rockingham Shire believes there is not
enough gardening work going on there,
However, I believe it is only saying that
now, because it is bitter over not being able
to acquire a subdivision for private sale.

The Premier, in compeany with members
of the district, made a visit to the area
about four years ago. At that time he
visited the beach areas and finally decided
that the Government would leave the
portion of the beach where the Kwinang
wreck is situated for the purposes of
recreation, and that industries would be
established south of there.

It looks essential that Point Peron
should be saved. I go further and say this
matter was discussed between Mr. Tonkin
and myself. Mr. Tonkin made a public
statement, which X checked with him last
evening, to the effeet that if Lahor was
in power at the moment it would not build
a sewerage works in the area,

It is a question of piping. Plenty of land
is available behind the Mandurah Road,
and right through to Armadale for that
matter. Any of that land could be de-
veloped, and it is simply a cquestion of
piping out to sea what we are told is
absolutely clear water.

I hope I have done my duty to the
people who asked me to bring the matter
forward. I refer again to the fact that
the people were told, early in the pro-
ceedings, that this area had to be an “A”-
class reserve only.

The Federal Government sold those 400
acres of land to the State Government for
$28,000. In doing so the Federal Govern-
ment took into consideration that the land
was to be used for the benefit of the people
of Western Australia; and I do not think
the present State Administration has any
right to use the area for sewage treat-
mer_lt works, The National Fitness Council
is, in effect, a semi-governmental instru-
mentality and is probably unique in the
field of national fitness throughout the



386

Commonwesalth, It has had the distinetion
for many years of looking after the in-
terests and the welfare of the youth of
our community, and if it is to continue
with its activities it will, in the next 30
years, need a large tract of land. There-
fore, this problem must be given further
serious consideration.

In addition, I would draw the attention
of members to the fact that the Minister
for Industrial Development, in referring to
one of the letters that was published in
the Press, said that industry and ordinary
residents could hot live side by side. In its
wisdom the National Fitness Council has
agreed with the proposals of the State
Government that access must be made
available to Garden Island for Govern-
ment purboses in order to carry out future
planning. The council has no ohjection to
that move, but it does object to its eviction
from its present site.

On the 13th December, 1967, a meeting
was called by Mr. Hamilton, a field officer,
in the National Fitness Council rooms.
This was regarded as a closed executive
meeting, but during that afternoon a tele-
phone call came through to the National
Fitness Council office to the effect that
the peaple attending the meeting had to
bhe told that the National Fitness Counecil
must vacate the site it oceupies. I would
also point out that the National Fitness
Council does not have any comparable site
to whieh it ean transfer its offices and
where it can carry out its existing ac-
tivities.

I agree that the site at present occupied
by the council is an ideal one, but the in-
dustrial development that will take place
in the very near future will be tremendous
and we will find that if the present trend
continues, people will be pushed further
and further out from the metropolitan
area. If one visits Wollongong and other
industrial centres in New South Wales, one
can easily visualise how the people in those
areas have gradually been pushed further
and further out to the perimeter of those
centres. With such a prospect oceurring
in this State further consideration should
be given to this problem.

I now wish to refer to two other mat-
ters. I am concerned about the safety
set-up that there will be in the Kwinana
area, On the 27th May, 1968, a serious
accident oceuwrred at Kwinana which
affected 26 workers. During that after-
noon I was in touch with Dr. Letham and
he gave me a report which indicated that
Dr. MeNully had visited the area and
blood tests had been taken of the workers
concerned four hours after the accident
had occurred. These blood tests showed
that all the workers were normal except
one, but within six hours he was also de-
clared to be fit.

The B.H.P. company has never known
such an accident to occur before, despite
the fact that zases have been known to
escape and flow down the side of the
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building. In this Kwinana accident the
gases fell from a height of 200 feet and
drifted to the ground 440 yards away, at
which point some workers were affected.
On the other hand, workers who were em-
ployed on either side of the stream of
escaping gas felt no effects whatsoever,
Three days after the accident Dr. Letham
stated he was extremely delighted with
the system adopted by B.H.P. for the pre-
vention of accidents in this area.

I understand that one of the young men
who rendered assistance at the time of this
aceident deserved great praise. I am not
sure of his name, but he was the officer
in charge of the safety on the site, and
Dr. Letham said that this officer, for get-
ting to the two men in the buiiding the
way he did, deserved great credit. Dr.
Letham also paid a compliment to B.H.P.
for the efficient system that has heen in-
stalled for handling this fall-out of carbon
monexide gas, because, as I have said, a
similar accident has never been known to
occur before.

On the morning of the aceident at
Kwinana there was a low bank of air
caused by fog, and we were told that at
6 p.m. these gases were still rolling around
the ground, but that is not true.

Following this accident I received a
paper from Australian Iron and Steel at
Kwinana titled, “Raw Materials in the
Manufacture of 'Pig Iron'.'” I understand
that Mr., Dolan is a member of a com-
mittee which inquires into the problem of
alr pollution at various centres, and the
reason I mention this is that an extract
from this paper reads as follows:—

A blast furnace producing 1,500 tons
per day (similar to KEwinana) requires
approximately 2,600 tons of iron ore,
1,200 tons of coke and approximately
350 tons of limestone,

Smelting produces 1,500 tons of Pig
Iron, 150 tons of dust and approxi-
mately 4,000 tons of blast furnace gas,
which is used to heat the stoves in
order to preheat the air blast supply
to the blast furnace it is also used
as a boiler fuel at the Power Station.
Huge stockyards served by overhead
cranes or reclaimers are a prominent
feature,

I am concerned with the 150 tons of dust
produced. I have seen workmen employed
in this area for only an hour wearing hel-
mets and protective clothing and within
that period they have become completely
covered with white dust.

I might be barking up the wrong tree in
speaking to this question, because it is
quite possible the company already has
some means of handling the dust, but I
point out that all the trees in the sur-
rounding area are being covered with
white dust from the alumina v&{orks, des-
pite the fact that the company is employ-
ing all the devices it possibly can to treat
the escaping smoke and particles of dust,
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because it cannot afford to waste alumina
in the air. I know that Mr. Ron Thompson
has discussed this guestion with executives
of the company, and 1 was wondering
whether the Minister would be able to
obtain more information about the 150
tons of dust daily that is escaping from
the chimney stacks of the now Australian
Iron and Steel Co.

I now wish to refer to another small
matter which to me is rather important.
It relates to trafic being banked up at
peak periods at the intersections of Murray
and Barrack Streets, Hay and Barrack
Streets, Willlam and Hay Streets, and
William end Murray Streets, because of
the traffic lights turning to red before
vehicles can cross the intersections. Whilst
I was in London I noticed that the traffic
there works on a system of diagonal lines
painted at each intersection, and I am sug-
gesting that a similar system should be
adopted to handle the Perth traffic at the
intersections I have mentioned, and at
others, if necessary.

As I have stated, at the London inter-
sections, yellow diagonal strips about 10
inches wide are painted on the roadway.
The system is followed by a driver who,
say, is travelling south along Barrack
Street and who wishes to turn right into
Hay Street, of veering slightly to the left
at the intersection so that he is nearly in
line with the traffic that is about to move
along Hay Street when the lights turn
green, at which fime he would immediately
move off info his correct lane in Hay
Street. This system has proved to be very
effective in handling London's traffic
which, of course, is extremely heavy.

The Hon, A, F. Griffith: How wide are
the London streets in comparison with the
streets of Perth, such as Barrack Street?

The Hon. F. R. H. LAVERY: The streets
in London carry five lanes of traffic.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: Barrack Street
is not capable of that.

The Hon. F. R, H. LAVERY: Barrack
Street carries flve lanes of traffic. There
js one parking lane, with two lanes going
one way and two in the opposite direction.
I am speaking of that time of the day
when Barrack Sireet is a clearway; that
is, when parkihg is not permitted at peak
periods. I feel certain that before long
Barrack Street will have to be declared g
clearway right through the city.

The Hon. A, P. Grifiith: A{ peak periods
there are no right-hand turns. A motorist
cannot turn out of & two-way street into
a one-way street,

The Hon. F. R. H. LAVERY: A driver is
permited to turn right out of Hay Street
into William Street, and right out of Mur-
ray Street into Barrack Street. I raise this
question because I consider it is vital that
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something should be done before long to
clear the traffic in Perth streets at peak
periods. The next question I wish to raise
relates to the light standards which are
erected on the left-hand side of the car-
riageways on the Kwinana Freeway.
Already 100 light standards have been
knocked down, and many vehicles have
been severely damaged which, in my view,
is caused {0 a great degree, by the position
of the light standards on the freeway.

I understand that of all the freeways in
the world Italy has the hest and was the
first country to use this method. In that
country the light standards on the free-
ways are positioned on the central median
strip. The length of the arms which carry
the lights is not as was explained by
the Minister for Electricity in another
place when answering a guestion in relas
tion to the number of light standards
that had to be replaced on the Kwinang
Freeway as a result of their being knocked
down by vehleles.

The Minister for Eleefricity stated that
the light standards had to be on the neat
side cof the vehicle when travelling zlong ¢
carriageway—that is, on the left-hanc
kerb of the roadway—but, T repeat, on the
roads in Italy and France, and on the “M"-
ways in England and Scotland, the lighn
standards are positioned on the median
strip. I would further point out that in
certain areas in Holland a motorist can
travel at 80 miles an hour along the free-
ways, and also on some of the “M"-ways
in England.

The Hon. A, F. Grifith: Did you travel
along the road that stretches from north
to south in England? If you did, I am sure
you will agree that the cost of resumption
in order to build that road must have been
very great,

The Hon. F. R. H. LAVERY: I am not
worrying about the cost of each light stan-
dard; I am concerned about the fact that
the Minister for Electrieity has stated that
li_ght standards must be erected on eiher
side of the carriageways along the Kwinana
Freeway. I maintain that, after my ex-
perience of travelling along the freeways
in Italy, it is much better to have the light
standards erected in the centre of the
median strip, and I am sure if this were
done it would tend to prevent accidents
occurring as a result of vehicles colliding
with light standards. I think that moest of
such acecidents occur through motorists
veering sharply to the left,

I think a mistake was made when the
light standards were erected along the
fringes of the Kwinana Preeway, and if
any new light standards are erected in the
future they should be positioned in the
ceniral median strip. To shift the light
standards that are already erected and
blace the electric mains andergrouné
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would cost a great deal of money. I have (3) If the answer to (2) is “No,” will
made a close study of the road lighting he immediately make another
systems in other countries and I hope the kindergarten site available to the
suggestion I have made will be adopted. Carnarvon kindergarten as it is
T support the motion. grossly overcrowded and has fo

refuse many children; if not, wh
Debate adjourned, on motion by The not? v ¥

Hon. N. E. Baxter.

House adjourned at 9.30 p.m.

Lregislative Azsembly

Wednesday, the 14th August, 1968

The SPEAKER (Mr, Guthrie) took the

Chair at 4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS (45): ON NOTICE

EMERGENT ACCOMMODATION
Provision

Mr. TONKIN asked the Minister for

Housing:

(1) How many emergent cases were
provided with accommodation by
the State Housing Commission
during the months of May, June,
and July this year respectively?

(2) What is the anticipated number of
emergent cases which will be pro-
vided with accommodation during
the present month?

Mr. O’'NEIL replied:

(1) Referring to metropolitan area
only—
May, 1368-—36.
June, 1968—40.
July, 1868—32.

(2) In the metropolitan area over the
last financial year an average of
37 emergent cases per month was
offered accommodation. An aver-
age of 32 per month accepted the
offer made. It is anticipated that
the experience during this month
will be closely related to the ex-
perience of the past.

CARNARVON EKINDERGARTEN
Resumption of Reserve

Mr. NORTON asked the Minister for

Lands:

1) Is he aware that the Public
Health Department has given
notice to the Carnarvon Kinder-
garten Committee that it intends
to resume Reserve No. 10921°?

{2) As Reserve No, 24807 is being used
only as a storage area for electric
lieht poles, will he change If{ts
aurpose from “Recreation” to
‘Kindergarten Site” ?

Mr., BOVELL replied:

(1) No. However the Medical Depart-
ment has requested the Lands
Department to assist in providing
another site for the Carnarvon
kindergarten to enable the hos-
pital authorities to acquire Re-
serve No. 10921 for future require-
ments.

(2) Reserve No. 24807 has been sug-
gested as an alternate site for
the KkKindergarten and infant
health centre and this is currently
under consideration by the Shire
of Carnarvon in conjunction with
their town planning scheme for
the area.

(£} ?gill depend on the outcome of
).

MAIN ROADS GRANT
Northern Shires: Allocations

Mr. NORTON asked the Minister for
Works:
What amount was made available
by way of Main Roads grants for
developmental and important sec-
ondary roads for the years 1965-66
to the following shires:—
(a) Shark Bay;
(b) Carnarvon;
(¢) Upper Gascoyne;
(d) Murchison;
(¢) Exmouth?

Mr. COURT (for Mr. Ross Hutchin-
son) replied:
Detalls of Main Roads grants for
developmental and important sec-
ondary roads for the year 1965-66
in the shires of Shark Bay, Car-
narvon, Upper Gascoyne, Murchi-
son, and Exmouth are given on the
following statement:—
1965-66

Allocations for Developmental
and Important Secondary Roads

Shires
Shark Bay $
Developmental roads . 15,000
Developmental roads
(Central Road Trust

Fund) .. 836
Important secondary
roads ... ... 45,000
$60,896
Carnarvon

$
Developmental roads .. 89,300
Developmental roads



